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DECEMBER 2010 

MAKGOE TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH 50 NEEDY KIDS IN THABA NCHU  

16 December 2010 

About 50 kids will celebrate an early Christmas with Free State Education MEC, Tate Makgoe, Head 
of Department, Stanley Malope and senior officials of the provincial Department of Education on 19 
December in Thaba Nchu Springfontein Trust and treated to a day of fun, games and presents.  

Looking forward to put a smile on the faces of kids from this disadvantaged communities, Makgoe 
said Christmas though a festive period could be sad for others less fortunate and from impoverished 
background.  

On the day MEC Makgoe and HOD Malope will be in their great element playing Father Christmas 
and dishing out Christmas clothes as presents.  

The presents were bought by senior officials of the department who willingly out of their kind heart 
supported the Makgoe in his caring and drive to reach rural children and put them in a celebratory 
Christmas mood. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Ho! Ho! Ho! Says Father Christmas Makgoe to all children 
across the province.  

The media is invited to attend.  

The details of the event are as follows:  
Date: 19 December 2010 
Time: 10:00 
Venue: Springfontein  

NOVEMBER 2010 

KAGISO TRUST AND FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SIGNS R180 MILLION DEAL  

22 November 2010 

Free State Department of Education and Kagiso Trust will sign a five-year memorandum of 
understanding to expand the Beyers Naude Schools Development Programme (BNSDP) to include a 
further 167 schools in the Thabo Mofutsanyana district. The signing ceremony will be held at Illanga 
Estate in Bloemfontein on Friday, 26 November 2010 at 08h00.  

Deputy Minister of Basic Education, Enver Surty, will deliver a keynote address at this ceremony. 
More than 150 business executives will attend. Free State Premier, Ace Magashule, his executive 
council members, and National Assembly Education Portfolio Committe Chairperson, Fatima Chohan 
will also grace the ceremony. 

“The programme will provide leadership and management skills to educators, learners and school 
governing bosdies (SGBs) to assist schools to be more efficient and effective. At the end of five years 



we hope to have turned participating schools in this project into centers of quality learning and 
teaching” says Free State MEC for Education, Tate Makgoe. 

The Beyers Naude Schools Development Programme works with schools in rural communities to 
improve education and learning at the schools. The programme was launched in 10 schools in the 
Thabo Mofustanyana district in 2007 and has enabled the schools to improve in their governance and 
academic performance.  

“We are really excited about this agreement. It is a sign of confidence in us from the Free State 
Department of Education and the performance of the schools we’ve worked with shows that the 
model really does work. We are very excited to be working with the other 167 schools in the district 
and we look forward to seeing some great results in the coming years”, says Kgotso Schoeman, CEO 
of Kagiso Trust. 

Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

CONGRATUTORY MESSAGE BY FREE STATE EDUCATION MEC, TATE MAKGOE, AT THE 
INAUGURATION OF DR KHOTSO MOKHELE AS CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
FREE STATE  

19 November 2010 

The Free State community welcomes the appointment of Dr Khotso Mokhele as Chancellor. He 
matriculated in this province at Moroka High School in 1973 and returns as the seventh Chancellor of 
this University. He brings with him an understanding of the academic culture, exceptional scientific 
and research expertise and proven experience in the private sector. 

The endorsement of Dr Mokhele by the Council of the University of the Free State occurs at a time 
that is rife with challenges and ripe with opportunities. 

We are ready to work with you and the leadership of the University of the Free State, in tackling the 
issues facing higher education. Working together we can explore new ways to advance the goals of 
access, equity and success. 

Together with the University of the Free State’s Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning: 
Natural and Sciences Faculty we are collaborating in the ‘160 Grade 9 Enrichment Programme’ which 
seeks to improve the teaching and learning of mathematics, science and technology in the province.  

Through such joint activities we need to create a conducive environment where all students, blacks 
and whites feel welcomed and accommodated in all aspects of university life. Universities need to 
create a culturally and intellectually enriching experience for all participants in the sector. 

Afrikaans is not at risk as a medium of teaching and learning at the institutions of higher learning. 
Government has consistently argued that all official languages in this country including Afrikaans 
should enjoy equal status as enshrined in the Constitution. 

Commendably, our language policy for higher education recognises Afrikaans as a language of 
scholarship and research and states very clearly that the language should be treated as a national 
asset. The policy, frowns on the use of Afrikaans as a barrier to access by non-speakers of the 
language. 

The Free State Department of Education and the entire provincial government welcome the 
contribution you will make on issues that will help the province deliver quality education for all. 



Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5489 

 

OCTOBER 2010 

MAKGOE HONOURS BEST EDUCATORS  

26 October 2010 

Free State Education MEC, Tate Makgoe will celebrate the teaching profession by honouring hard 
working educators on Thursday, 28 October 2010 at ILanga Estate in Bloemfontein during the 2010 
National Teaching Award.  

The aim of the National Teaching Awards, now in its tenth year is to recognise and encourage 
excellence in education. Other objective include: honouring dedicated, creative and effective teachers 
and schools, encourage best practices in schools.  

Free State was the best performing province last year scooping four awards out of eight categories 
nationally.  

The National Teaching Awards has eight categories, which are as follows:  

 Excellence in Primary School Teaching  
 Excellence in SecondarySchool Teaching  
 Excellence in Primary School Leadership  
 Excellence in Secondary School Leadership  
 Excellence in Grade R Teaching  
 Excellencein Inclusive Education and Special Needs Teaching  
 Excellence in Adult Basic Education and Training  
 Lifetime Achievement Award  

Provincial winners in above mentioned category will be eligible for the National Teacher Awards next 
month. The media is invited to attend. The details of the event are as follows:  

Date: Thursday, 28 October 2010  
Time: 18h00  
Venue: ILanga Estate  

Enquiries:  
Howard Ndaba  
Cell: 079 503 5485 

ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR MATRIC EXAMS – MAKGOE  

18 October 2010 

Free State Education MEC, Tate Makgoe, attests that state of readiness of the province for the 2010 
National Senior Certificate Examinations is very positive and that the examinations will kick off next 
week despite trying challenges experienced during the third quarter. 
 
It’s all systems g the province is as ready as it can be to produce reliable results at the end of the 
year, says Makgoe. The Grade 12 final examinations begin on 25 October and end on 3 December 
2010. 316 examination centres have been registered. 



 
The department has put all measures in place to ensure for the smooth running of the examinations. 
28 505 full time learners will be sitting for the National Senior Certificate examinations, with 2037 part 
time repeat candidates, and 4 900 ABET Level 4 learners. 
 
Referring to the measures taken to produce reliable results, Makgoe said the department has done all 
the necessary security checks and made thorough preparations in making sure that there are no 
question paper leakages, and that question papers will be delivered on time in all centres. The 
printing and packaging of question papers are done under camera surveillance and will be distributed 
timeously, said Makgoe. 
 
“The Free State Department of Education prides itself in producing quality results and we are 
confident that this year results will even be better despite challenges such as the teachers’ strike and 
long holidays due to the FIFA World Cup this year.” 
 
During the teachers’ strike and longer holidays due to the world cup, the department offered its 
support by implementing contingency measures such as providing learners with study guides and 
developing catch-up programmes in all five districts, especially targeting low performing schools. 
 
The department redoubled its efforts to mitigate the impact of the strike and the longer-than usual 
holidays, and top politicians in the province undertook motivational visits across the province to 
prepare learners mentally for the examinations. 
 
“In support of the Class of 2010, the province organised a prayer service for 2 500 Grade 12 learners 
in the province to motivate and encourage them to do their best in their final year examinations”. 
 
Makgoe wishes the Class of 2010 well and calls on all stakeholders to offer their support to reach the 
80% target set by the department.” 
 
Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

 

TOP POLITICIANS VISITS SCHOOLS TO MOTIVATE GRADE 12 LEARNERS ‘SUPPORT THE 
CLASS OF 2010’  

8 October 2010 

Members of the Executive Council (EXCO), Members of the Legislature, and political leaders in 
municipalities led by Premier Ace Magashule will embark on a four day campaign visiting 51 high 
schools in the province to lift the morale of learners in support of class of 2010 on 12 to 15 October 
2010.  

This drive follows the three weeks crippling teachers strike the Congress of South African Students 
(COSAS) preliminary examinations disruptions which adversely affected the process of learning and 
teaching in the third quarter of the year. 

The main objective of these visits to schools is to solicit support from parents, community members 
and faith based organisation and other stakeholders to support the class of 2010.  

The Free State Department of Education target for this year is 80 percent pass rate. About 29 000 
learners will be writing final year examinations on 25 October 2010.  

The media is invited to attend.  



Enquiries:  
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

Programme 

Xhariep, 12 October 2010  
TOWN  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL 

CONTACT 
PERSON 
DEPLOYED 

DEPARTMENTAL 
OFFICIAL TO 
ACCOMPANY POLITICAL 
PRINCIPAL 

 
EDENBURG  Albertina Sisulu S/S Mr K.S. Lehare 051 743 

1859 
Bongi Makae H. L Kgomongwe 

REDDERSBURG BEANG TSE MOLEMO 
S/S 

MOKGOTHU 051 553 
0676 

X T Matwa/  

 
 

MHL Gronje  

PETRUSBURG IPETLENG S/S NTAMO 053 574 
0266 

Mphatshehla 

 
P Raubenheimer 

ZASTRON LERE LA THUTO S/S MAC KAY 051 673 
1510 

Julia Sehanka  

 
P W Terblanche  

FAURESMITH OLIEN S/S MOHAJANE 051 7230123 Amaan 
Moeketsi 

D Tsipane  

KOFFIEFONTEIN REIKAELETSE S/S MKHWANAZI 053 2050577 Seiso Mohai  M. B Monnane  
SPRINGFONTEIN SPRINGFONTEIN S/S EICHSTEDT 051 7830058 Sisi Ntombela NHE Motsoeneng  
ROUXVILLE THABO VUYO RAPULENG  051 663 

0143 
Mongi 
Ntwanambi 

J S Tladi/ H M 
Mthombeni 

 
 
Lejweleputswa, 13 October 2010 
 
TOWN  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL 

CONTACT 
PERSON 
DEPLOYED 

DEPARTMENTAL 
OFFICIAL TO 
ACCOMPANY POLITICAL 
PRINCIPAL 

 
HENNENMAN BAHALE S/S RASUNYANE 057 574 

5284 
Dan Kgothule H. M Mthombeni  

ALLANRIDGE LA WESI S/S MOKGOSI 057 451 
2588 

Tate Makgoe  K Khoarai  
H Ndaba 

THEUNISSEN CONCORDIA S/S RAMAHLAHA 057 733 
0003 

Steve Koalane K R Abrahams  

BOTHAVILLE DIPHETOHO S/S MAISHOANE 056 515 
6603 

M Mogorosi F R Sello  

ODENDAALSRUS ELDORET S/S THETHANI 057 398 
1691 

S Ngangelizwe S R Leepo  

VIRGINIA HARMONIE S/S MONNANE 057 217 
4558 

Lenox Rubulana C E Radise  

SOUTPAN IKGOMOTSENG S/S Maria Lekaota Z Alexander  
WESSELSBRON IPHATELENG S/S MORAKE 057 899 

1038 
Phel Parkies M D Mokgobo  

WELKOM  TETO SS MCHUNU 057 355 
1182 

Tate Makgoe K Khoarai  
H Ndaba 

BULTFONTEIN  RAINBOW  KEKEPU  051 853 
2859 

Mathabo Leeto  M S Mokgobo  

BULTFONTEIN  REPHOLOSITSWE S/S MOTATINYANE 051 8531784 Mathabo Leeto M S Mokgobo 

Fezile Dabi 14 October 2010 
 
TOWN  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL 

CONTACT 
PERSON 
DEPLOYED 

DEPARTMENTAL 
OFFICIAL TO 
ACCOMPANY POLITICAL 
PRINCIPAL 

 
VREDEFORT BOIPHIHLELO S/S MOHLAHLELI 056 931 0473 Mosebenzi 

Zwane 
M J Maboya 

CORNELIA BONGANE-
LEBOHANG S/S 

NDLEBE 058 841 0695 Thabo Manyoni J S Tladi  

FRANKFORT FALESIZWE S/S MAGAGULA 058 813 3279 L Ntombela K T Motumi 



KROONSTAD JSM SETILOANE S/S Mnaba 056 212 8158 M A Mokgosi M E Dlameni  
SASOLBURG KAHOBOTJHA-

SAKUBUSHA S/S 
Matshotetsi 016 973 1370 Brutus Mahlako J Merabe  

VILJOENSKROON KGABARENG S/S SESING 082 364 4592 Ouma Tsopo  V M Chuta  
KOPPIES KWAKWATSI S/S RASENYALO 056 777 2777 M Moshodi  L T Mokoena  
ORANJEVILLE METSEMATLE S/S  MARUOA 016 351 1670 Sello Matena M W Ngogodo  
SASOLBURG  CEDAR MTIMKULU 016 974 9960 Tate Makgoe M. J Mabote  

H Ndaba  
PARYS  BARNARD 

MOLOKOANE  
MARTINS  056 819 9811 Ouma Tsopo M B Monnane  

PARYS  PHEHELLANG  MOCHELA 056 8198069 J Ramokhoase Mangoejana  

 
Thabo Mofutsanyana, 15 October 2010  
TOWN  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL 

CONTACT 
PERSON 
DEPLOYED 

DEPARTMENTAL 
OFFICIAL TO 
ACCOMPANY POLITICAL 
PRINCIPAL 

 
FICKSBURG BOITUMELO S/S MAKHALEMELE 051 938 0736 Mbothoma Maduna M C Mgomezulu 
PHUTHADITJHABA DIKWENA S/S SITOLE 058 789 1509 BE Mzangwa M J Motsamai  
SENEKAL EE MONESE C/S LEKOALA 058 481 3479 Mxolisi Dukwana M. L Letele  
MEMEL ESIZIBENI S/S LETSEKHA 058 924 1031 T J Motaung W Dupree  
VREDE EVUNGWINI S/S MASILO 058 913 2113 Mathokoana Mopeli W R M Mokuena 
WARDEN IPHONDLE S/S LETUKA 058 643 0134 Fezi Ngumbentombi M M Sithole 
FOURIESBURG IPOKELLENG S/S MOFOKENG 058 223 0534 T H Mofokeng L M Mofokeng  
REITZ KGOTSO-UXOLO S/S LIPALI 058 863 2543 M Mamba M Kauli 
HARRISMITH LERATO UTHANDO CS/S MAKAPPA 058 622 1851 Peter Maloka B S Tshabalala  
ARLINGTON LERATSWANA S/S TSUENE 058 453 0937 Neels van Rooyen M I Ramoeletsi  
FICKSBURG  TLOTLISONG  MOKOMA 051 938 1276 Ace Magashule R S Malope 

 
Motheo, 12 October 2010 
 
TOWN  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL 

CONTACT 
PERSON 
DEPLOYED 

DEPARTMENTAL 
OFFICIAL TO 
ACCOMPANY POLITICAL 
PRINCIPAL 

 
THABA NCHU ALBERT MOROKA MOMPATI 051 875 1058 Eva Moliloa M J Mothebe  
BLOEMFONTEIN ATLEHANG S/S KALIPA 051 435 8425 Thami Stander 

 
A Mini  

BLOEMFONTEIN COMMTECH CS/S  051 435 4743 Fezi 
Ngumbentombi 

H. L. Kgomongwe 

HOBHOUSE ITOKISETSENG 
BOKAMOSO S/S 

FINGER 051 983 0026 SD Ntsepe  A T Molatole 

LADYBRAND LE RENG S/S MOKOKO 051 924 2885 Sisi Mabe  M M Sithole 
BOTSHABELO LERATONG S/S RAMABELE 051 5348150 Jonny Makitle  T Motholo  
DEWETSDORP METSIMAPHODI S/S DE WET 051 5410364 Ace Magashule R S Malope 
WEPENER QIBING S/S MOHAPI 051 5831905 Mamiki Qabathe M B Monnane  
BAINSVLEI BAINSVLEI C/S SEHERI 051 451 1881 Playfair Morule R Sempe  
HOBHOUSE  THABA PHATSWA BOTHA 051 9640086 Rassie Erasmus M W Jacobs 

 

SEPTEMBER 2010 

SOUTH AFRICAN EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AWARDS (SAECDA)  

30 September 2010 

Free State MEC for Education, Tate Makgoe will reward best teaching practices and giverecognition 
to deserving Early Childhood Development practitioners on Friday, 1 October 2020 bypresenting the 
South African Early Childhood Development Awards. 
 
The core aims of the awards are to create awareness of the vital role that Early Childhood 
Development and education play in nation building and promoting excellence in the ECD sector. 
 
The SAECD promote and recognise excellence, hard work, dedication and investment in the future of 
children by individual practitioners, community centres, and organizations involved in the Early 
Childhood Development sector. 



 
The awards highlight the need for a proper integrated system of ECD considering children's health, 
nutrition, education and psychosocial and additional environmental factors within the context of their 
family and community. 
 
The awards were initiated in 2003 by the Amalgamated Banks of South Africa (ASA) and SACECD 
and are geared towards encouraging ECD centres to be registered and to apply best practice in the 
physical, cognitive, emotional and spiritual development of children. 
 
The South African Early Childhood Development Awards has four categories, which are as follows: 
 
1. Home based centre of the year: community based centre of the year 
2. Resource and training organisation of the year: ECD practitioner of the year 
3. Book for young children for the year 
4. Innovative ECD programme of the year 
 
Details of the ABSA Sowetan Early Childhood Development Awards are as follows: 
 
Date: 1 October 2010 
Time: 09h30 
Venue: Protea Hotel (Bloem Plaza) 
 
Inquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 
 

 

FREE STATE EDUCATION TO TABLE ITS FIVE YEAR PROGRESS REPORT ON SYSTEMATIC 
EVALUATION BASELINE  

20 September 2010 

Free State Department of Education will be releasing and reviewing the Provincial Systemic 
Evaluation Baseline follow up report on Tuesday, 21 September 2010 during the Colloquium in 
Bloemfontein at Lebohang Building at 08h00. 

The purpose of the Colloquium is to review the progress made within the past five years in education 
and serves as platform to celebrate the success and identify challenges hindering the effective 
support to all schools. 

The progress report to be tabled tomorrow will assess the department success and challenges in 
implementing the Systematic Evaluation Qids-Up Baseline study developed in 2006. Five years since 
the inception of this programme, the department goes back to the drawing board to analyse and 
review the impact the study had in providing quality education. 

The expected outcome of the Colloquium is to further develop education strategies that will enhance 
the implementation of various programmes as identified by the department. 

The details of the event are as follows: 

Date: Tuesday, 21 September 2010 
Time: 08h00 
Venue: Lebohang Building (8th Floor) 

The media is invited to attend the event. 



Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

 

MAKGOE LAUNCHES LEARNER REGISTRATION AND ADMISSION CAMPAIGN  

8 September 2010 

Free State Department of Education MEC; Tate Makgoe will on Thursday, 9 September 2010 launch 
the Learner Registration and Admission to Public Schools campaign in Virginia, Marematlou 
Secondary School at 10h00. 
 
The purpose of the campaign is to ensure that all learners' particularly first timers are registered on 
time to be able to start with the process of learning and teaching on the first day of the reopening of 
school in 2011. 
 
The department will be embarking on vigorous campaigns across the province sensitising all 
stakeholders about the importance of registering on time to avoid any unnecessary delays and 
counteracting any unforeseen circumstances that might hamper the learning and teaching process 
during the year. 
 
The success of the campaign depends on the positive response and responsibilities to be taken by all 
stakeholders especially parents, to heed the call and register their children on time. 
 
The registration period starts between 1 August and 30 November 2010. 
 
The admission age for a first time learner to public school is: four years turning five by 30 June in the 
year (2011) of admission for Grade R and five years turning six by 30 June in the year (2011) of 
admission for Grade 1. 
 
Parents are encouraged to register their children in schools nearer to their homes to avoid a hassle of 
finding another school. 
 
The following documents are required for registration: birth certificate, immunisation card, transfer or 
last school report for learners who have been to school and study permits for foreign learners. 
 
The department will not allow any discrimination of any learner not based on education policy not to 
be registered. 
 
The media is invited to attend. 
 
The details of the event are as follows: 
 
Date: Friday, 9 September 
Time: 10h00 
Venue: Virginia (Marematlou Secondary School) 
 
Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 
 
 

AUGUST 2010 

STATEMENT BY FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION MEC TATE MAKGOE ON 
CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR 2010 GRADE 12 EXAMINATIONS  



31 August 2010 

Senior Managers of the Department, journalists present here this morning, we welcome the 
intervention by President Zuma over the weekend to instruct parties at the negotiation chamber to find 
an amicable solution and bring the strike to an end as soon as possible. 

Last night a high level bargaining session was underway with a view to find a settlement. 

We are excited by the commitment of government and labor negotiators to find a solution that is 
acceptable to all. 

We urge unions to accept the government revised wage offer on the table. 

We share the public concern about the crippling teachers' strike and the negative impact it has on the 
delivery of quality schooling services. 

This labour dispute which has close schools, prevented treatment at hospital and harmed investor 
sentiment to South Africa’s economy has inflicted an untold pain to all us, ladies and gentlemen. 

The strike action by teachers is protected in terms of the labor relations laws and the Departments 
respect the right of teachers and other workers to engage in collective action. 

Following these positive recent developments we are optimistic that in few days time our teachers will 
be in class and teaching. 

Teachers remain the lifeblood of our basic education system. The strike has demonstrated that they 
are indispensable pillar of our schooling system. 

We therefore call on the educators to join the department in our Fifty days to go! support the Class of 
2010 campaign. This campaign is line with our contingency plan which seeks to mitigate the adverse 
impact of the strike. 

Together with teachers and other stakeholders what is needed in this critical time of year is the social 
compact that will ensure that learners, especially those who will be writing their final Grade 12 exams 
in less than 50 days are able to continue with their studies and receive as much support as possible, 
even under these precarious conditions. What we require is the provincial effort to support the Class 
of 2010. We need to mobilise communities at all levels to raise awareness and participation in 
education issues. 

The contingency plan will not succeed without the support of teachers’ unions in particular and 
educators in general. 

While the majority of historically black schools in the province have experienced a total shutdown 
during this striking period, we remain determined to ensure that the rights of the learners are 
protected and at least some form of learning continues over this period. 

We acknowledge that the current industrial action takes places shortly after the longer than usual 
winter holidays due to the World Cup and we are at the final phase of implementing our revised 
Provincial Strategy for Learner Attainment (PSLA) which was adopted by top management of the 
department at the beginning of the year. The PSLA is an initiative that seeks to bring about 
continuous improvement not only in grade 12 results but also in lower grades as well. 

Ladies and gentlemen, our objective during the strike period is to ensure that teaching and learning 
take place where possible. 

Accordingly, our contingency plan addresses the provision of curriculum, teaching and learning 
support materials. 



As part of the plan we have engaged School Governing bodies (SGBs) and parents to assist with the 
supervision of learners, especially in primary schools. 

Learners are also urged to be ready to do everything possible to ensure that they are prepared for 
their exams. Under these conditions the best way to learn is to establish voluntary study group where 
learners can help each other – go through past papers and study notes. 

To support the study groups, the Department will be distributing revision packs to grade 12 learners 
from previously disadvantage schools. 

We will also distribute 15 000 Z-pamphlets on Tips for Exams to Grade 12 learners. However, for this 
contingency plan to have a positive impact, we are appealing to parents, educators, school governing 
bodies (SGBs) and community members to join hands and support us in giving our Grade 12 learners 
support under these circumstances. 

In addition we will set up Matric Study Centres in all districts to encourage learners to engage in group 
discussion as well as peer teaching during and after the striking period. 

We highly appreciate the willingness of the provincial Cosas leadership to contribute towards the 
department’s contingency programme that seeks to help the class of 2010. 

We also salute those educators who have put the interest of the learners first before theirs. They have 
said to us in the midst of the crippling industrial action we are willing to help our learners. ‘We will 
support our pupils who are eager to learn. Simunye in this crusade of Fifty days to Go! We Support 
the Class of 2010’. 

We reiterate the call by the Minister of Basic Education Mrs Angie Motshegka that all South Africans 
should support the Class of 2010. 

We invite volunteers to lend a helping hands to support learning and teaching during this period of 
disruption of schooling and beyond. Retired and student teachers, parents, community leaders, and 
NGOs involved in education are humbly requested to heed our clarion call to keep our children 
occupied and involved in meaningful education activities. 

Our contingency plans, ladies and gentlemen are in addition to the national Department of Basic 
Education’s Grade 12 uploaded programme, which includes lessons broadcast through SABC radio 
and Television. These programmes are in all official languages and we encourage learners to take 
advantage of these platforms. 

In addition, provincially we are intending to have a partnership with SABC Education for another 
catch-up programme that will focus mainly on languages. 

Our objective is to have these lessons commencing from September until October at Lesedi’s 
Seikokotlelo programme. We take this opportunity to express our gratitude to public broadcaster for 
lending a helping to the class of 2010 We will also approach Community Radio Stations to allow us to 
deploy our subject experts to provide lessons through their medium. 

With regard to preparatory examinations we have postponed these exams until 6 September. The 
revised time table for Grade 12 preparatory exams is attached in the statement. We strongly believe 
that under the circumstances the decision to delay these exams is in the best interest of the learners. 

In exercising their rights, we hope teachers as role models in their communities will give respect to the 
constitutional and legal rights to the education of learners and to the rights of those workers who do 
not choose to join the industrial action. 

We sincerely hope that leaders at the bargaining council will find a speedy and amicable solution to 
the current impasse. A protracted national teachers’ strike is not in anyone’s interest. 



In the aftermath of the strike we call on trade unions leaders and their constituencies to join us in 
various catch-up programmes to ensure that we mitigate the adverse effect of the strike. 

Together with educators, learners and parents we can do more to achieve the objective we have set 
at the beginning of the year to obtain 75% matric pass rate. 

I thank you all for responding positively to our invitation. 

Enquiries:  
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

 

MEC MAKGOE TO OUTLINE PLANS FOR 2010 EXAMINATIONS  

26 August 2010 

Free State Education MEC Tate Makgoe will on Tuesday, 31 August host a media briefing to outline 
departmental plans to mitigate the impact of the crippling teachers' strike on the 2010 national 
certificate grade 12 examination results. 
 
With almost 50 days to the start of the grade 12 examinations, the MEC will call on all education 
stakeholders to join hands to support the class of 2010 even in the midst of continuing disruption of 
learning and teaching in various parts of the province. 
 
Details of the media briefing are as follows: 
 
Date: 31 August 2010 (Tuesday) 
Time: 09h00 
Venue: Provincial government building (CR Swarts), 21 floor, head of department's (HOD) 
boardroom. 
 
Media is invited to attend. 
 
Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

MEMBERS OF THE FREE STATE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT (FSPG) EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
VISIT PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT BURSARY HOLDERS AT HIGHER EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY  

20 August 2010 

Members of the Free State Executive Council, led by Premier Magashule, will be visiting Free State 
Provincial Government (FSPG) fulltime bursary holders in their respective Higher Education 
Institutions on Saturday, 21 August 2010. 

Focusing on some of the country’s key priorities i.e. education, economic development and poverty 
alleviation, the bursary holders interaction sessions aim to ensure maximum results from the students 
through maintaining regular contact regarding their progress and challenges while focusing on 
supporting and motivating them in their endeavours through using the already available support 
systems from the Higher Education Institutions. The visits also offer platforms for the EXCO to 
enhance the working relationships between the provincial government and respective Higher 
Education Institutions. 



These bursary holders studying in various career fields, have benefited from the FSPG Operation 
Hlasela Fund. The fund to date has awarded 3 000 bursaries at a cost of R154 million since its 
inauguration last year in August. This is the first of its kind in the history of the government that as 
many students have been provided opportunities to pursue studies of their choice. 

Speaking of this initiative and its value chain, the Premier says: “We are faced with major challenges, 
which would require rapid response from government and social partners such as universities to 
overcome: High levels of unemployment with a persistent scarcity of certain skills required by the 
labour market.  

 high levels of poverty  
 poor service delivery models and rigid bureaucratic machinery  
 low levels of productivity.” 

This hands-on approach is meant provide firsthand experience of the students’ challenges, needs and 
successes, and enable the Executive Council to provide guidance immediately while taking these 
issues back to the table to shape up future planning for the bursary programme, towards improving its 
impact.  

Institutions to be visited are in the Western Cape, Gauteng, Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal and North West. 
The EXCO will meet with all the students in each province in one institution.  

Members of the media are cordially invited to cover this important event. 

Contact details:  
Thabang Mokoka 
Cell: 071 660 5401 

For media interviews contact:  
Wisani Ngobeni 
Cell: 072 594 9099 

William Bulwane 
Cell: 072 592 2221 

 

MEMBERS OF THE FREE STATE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO 
VISIT PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT BURSARY HOLDERS AT HIGHER EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE COUNTRY  

18 August 2010 

Members of the Free State Executive Council, led by Premier Magashule, will be visiting Free State 
provincial government's full time bursary holders in their respective higher education institutions on 
Saturday, 21 August 2010. 
 
The bursary information sessions aim to ensure maximum results from the students through 
maintaining regular contact in regard to their progress and challenges while at the same time focuses 
on supporting and motivating them in the endeavours through using the already available support 
systems from the higher education institutions. 
 
The visits also offer platforms for the Executive Committee to enhance the working relationships 
between the provincial government and with the higher education institutions. 
 
These bursary holders, studying in various career fields, have benefited from the Free State provincial 
government's Operation Hlasela Fund. 
 



The fund to date has awarded more than 2 500 bursaries to learners since the inauguration last year. 
This is the first of its kind in the history of the government that as many students have been provided 
opportunities to pursue studies of their choice. 
 
Institutions to be visited are in the Western Cape, Gauteng, Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal and North West. 
The Executive Committee will meet with all the students in each province in one institution. 
 
The visits are scheduled to commence at 14h00 and they are as follows: 

Province Venue Members of the EXCO 
and heads of departments

Media and 
communications 

Western Cape Cape Peninsula 
University of 
Technology: ABSA 
Auditorium, 
Keisergracht Street 

(a) Premier ES Magashule 
(b) MEC Dan Kgothule 
Dr MM Maharaswa 
(c) HOD TJ Khabule 

William Bulwane 
Cell: 072 592 2221 
 
Thabang Mokoka 
Cell: 071 660 5401 

Gauteng    
Pretoria University of 

Pretoria: 
Senate Hall, Admin 
Building, Cnr Roper 
& Lynwood Rd, 
Hatfield 

(a) Agriculture: MEC Ms 
MG Qabathe 
(b) Health: MEC Ms ES 
Mabe 
(c) Agriculture: HOD Dr L 
Moorosi 
(d) Health: HOD Dr S 
Kabane 

Jabu Mbalula 
Cell: 082 461 3112 

Johannesburg University of 
Johannesburg: 
Conference Room, 
School of Tourism, 
Bunting Rd Campus, 
Auckland Park 

(a) Public Works: MEC Ms 
E Ngubentombi 
(b) Social Development: 
MEC Ms SG Ntombela 
(c) Finance: MEC SJ Mohai
(d) Public Works: HOD Ms 
MME Nthongoa 
(e) Social Development: 
HOD MMS Maboe 
(f) Tourism: MEC Mr MA 
Dukwana 
(g) Tourism: HOD Dr MMV 
Mongake 

Mondli Mvambi 
Cell: 083 265 2612 
 
Gunnet Kaaf 
Cell: 083 291 6622 

Vanderbijlpark Johannesburg: 
Conference Room, 
School of Tourism, 
Bunting Rd Campus, 
Auckland Park 

 Josial Ramokoena 
Cell: 073 201 5705 

KwaZulu-Natal 
Durban University 

Durban University of 
Technology: 
Allen Pittenbrigh 
Building, LC 024, 
DUT Library 
Complex, DUT 
Campus 

(a) Cooperative 
Governance and Traditional 
Affairs: MEC Mr MJ Zwane 
(b) HOD: Mr KF 
Ralikontsane 
HOD: Mr M Mokoena 

Tankiso Zola 
Cell: 082 940 2392 

North West 
Potchefstroom 

North West 
University: Sanate 
Hall, F1, Hoffman 
Street, 
Portchefstroom 

(a) Education MEC: Mr PHI 
Makgoe 
(b) Police: MEC TM 
Manyoni 
(c) Education: HOD Mr RS 
Malope 
(d) Police: HOD SM Molala 

Lerato Jabane 
Cell: 071 686 0377 
 
Zolile Walaza 
Cell: 082 410 6516 

 
Members of the media are cordially invited to cover this important event. 



 
Contact details: 
Thabang Mokoka 
Cell: 071 660 5401 
 
For media interviews contact: 
Wisani Ngobeni 
Cell: 072 594 9099 
 
William Bulwane 
Cell: 072 592 2221 
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JUNE 2010 

MAKGOE TO LAUNCH MATHEMATICS, NATURAL SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND 
ACCOUNTING ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME  

15 June 2010 

Free State Department of Education MEC, Tate Makgoe will on Thursday, 17 June 2010 launch the 
Mathematics, Natural Science, Technology and Accounting (MSTA) enrichment programme to further 
develop and retain learners interest in these learning areas. 

The MSTA programme is aimed at grade 8 and 9 learners who never took part in such skills 
development initiative helping to demystify these learning areas and encouraging them to further 
study the subjects at higher institutions. 

The programme will be kick started with about 168 learners from ten small rural towns in three 
districts; Xhariep, Fezile Dabi and Thabo Mofutsanyane who will attend a seven week Mathematics 
and Science World Cup Camp six hours Saturday classes from 08h30 - 16h30. 

Identified learners attending the programme have a keen interest and perform well in these learners 
areas and have excellent leadership skills. During the Mathematics and Science World Cup learners 
will be trained and are expected to impart their skills to other learners. 

The development of the MSTA programme is a partnership between the Free State Department of 
Education and the University of Free State (UFS). The Centre for Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning Natural and Agricultural Science at the UFS will manage the implementation of the project. 

The Department calls for the commitment of learners, educators and parents for the success of the 
programme. 

The media is invited to attend. The details of the launch are as follows: 

Date: Thursday, 17 June 2010 
Time: 08:00 
Venue: Eunice High School Hall 

Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 



 

MAY 2010 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT INJECTS R71 MILLION FOR TWO BRAND NEW SCHOOLS  

19 May 2010 

Free State Department of Education will launch the Fezile Dabi district School Based Infrastructure 
Development programme (SBIDP) in Kroonstad and officially opens two new schools in Welkom and 
Allanridge on the 21 May 2010. 

The department through SBIDP seeks to establish the following: accelerate service delivery, empower 
small, medium and micro-enterprises (SMMEs) and workers through training, create employment 
opportunities and encourage schools governing bodies to look after the school buildings. The SBIDP 
has already been launched in Lejweleputswa district and will be rolled out in all the districts. 

The department injected R36,3 million for the building of Mokgothu Primary School and R35,3 million 
for Memotso Primary Schools. The facilities include 26 classrooms, administration block, hall, media 
centre and two computer laboratories. 

This is part of the Free State Department of Education "Design and Build" programme which seeks to 
eliminate the platoon schooling system in the province. 

The details are as follows: 

Date: 21 May 2010 
Purpose: SBIDP launch 
District: Fezile Dabi 
Town: Kroonstad 
Venue: Flavius Mareka Further Education and Training (FET) College 
Time: 09h00 

Purpose: Official opening 
District: Lejweleputswa 
Town: Allanridge 
Venue: SA Mokgothu 
Time: 12h00 

Purpose: Official opening 
District: Lejweleputswa 
Town: Welkom 
Venue: Lemotso 
Time: 14h00 

Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

BASIC EDUCATION DEPUTY MINISTER VISITS FREE STATE SCHOOLS TO IMPROVE 
RESULTS  

17 May 2010 

Mohamed Enver Surty, the Basic Education Department Deputy Minister will tomorrow, on Tuesday, 
18 May 2010 visits Motheo District schools in bid to improve performance. 



The Deputy Minister will be accompanied by Free State MEC for Education Tate Makgeo. 

The visit aim to create platform for discussion and debate amongst various education role players 
which include teachers, learners, parents and education department officials on how working together 
they can deliver quality education and improve grade 12 pass rate. 

Details of the Deputy Minister schools visits are as follows: 

* 07h40 to 09h05: Bainsvlei Combined School 
* 09h10 to 10h45: Kopanong High School 
* 10h50 to 12h45: Hodisa Technical High School 

In addition the Deputy Minister will meet all Motheo District principals and officials at Tsoseletso High 
school at 13h00. 

Media is invited to attend. 

Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

 

APRIL 2010 

EDUCATION MINISTER MOTSHEKGA CELEBRATES WORLD BOOK DAY  

21 April 2010 

"Reading is cool" 

The Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga, will deliver the keynote address during the Spelling 
Bee competition at Motheo Electronic Resource Centre (ERC) in Bloemfontein on 23 April 2010 at 
08h00 as part of World Book Day celebration. 

The minister will also launch the Vodacom mobile library on the same day at Mokwena Primary 
School in Thaba-Nchu at 12h30. 

Under theme: "Reading is Cool", the main objective of the World Book Day is to promote and 
inculcate the culture of reading in the country. 

The Free State Department of Education has partnered with the National Library of South Africa to 
ensure the success of this campaign. 

The celebration will kick-start at E section in Botshabelo with the Door to Door campaign on Thursday 
22 April at 09h00. About six schools and at least 10 households will be visited to raise awareness 
about the importance of books and reading. Here, about 5 000 books will be distributed to identified 
schools and households to stimulate interest in reading. 

Free State is the first province to host the Spelling Bee competition in the country. The competition 
seeks to enhance learners' vocabulary and broaden their knowledge of English language. 

About 30 learners from grade 10 to 12 will compete in the 2010 Spelling Bee competition which will be 
conducted in oral form. The competition is divided into three categories; school based district and 
provincial level. 



Each learner will spell a word in front of the audience per round and if the word is not spelt correctly, 
the learner is eliminated. 

Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

VILJOENSKROON CELEBRATES R37 MILLION NEW SCHOOL GRAND OPENING  

14 April 2010 

The community of Rammulotsi in Viljoenskroon will on Friday, April 16 2010 celebrate the grand 
opening of the R39 million new Kgabareng Secondary School. 

This is part of the Free State Department of Education ‘design and build programme’ which seeks to 
eliminate the platoon schooling system in the province. 

The R585 million ‘design and build programme’, which includes the construction of the 11 brand new 
schools and extensive upgrading of four existing schools is the biggest in the country. 

Kgabareng Secondary School is the second school after Mehopung Secondary School in Ficksburg to 
be completed and officially opened. The current status of the school is 100 percent complete. 

The present beneficiaries are 580 learners and 19 educators including the principal. It is hoped that 
the enrolment will increase in the next academic year. 

The school’s facilities include 28 classrooms, administration block, media centre and school hall, 
storeroom facilities for all classrooms as well as requisite earthworks and steel pallasade fence. 

Free State Education MEC Tate Makgoe will officially open the school at the celebration on Friday 
afternoon. More than 1500 people including the Mayor of Moqhaka Local Municipality and many 
people associated with the school and local community will attend the official opening. 

Details of the opening are as follows: 
Date: 16 April 2010 
Venue: Kgabareng Secondary School Hall (Viljoenskroon) 
Time: 15h00 

Media is invited to attend this prestigious function. 

Enquiries: 
Isaac Ntshauba 
Cell: 079 503 5856 

Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

OFFICIAL OPENING ON THE RENEWED BATHO PRIMARY SCHOOL  

9 April 2010 

The Free State Premier ES Magashule in conjunction with Drake and Scull Company will on Monday 
officially open the newly renovated Batho Primary School. 



Batho Primary School was established in 1950 and over the years, it became dilapidated. The school 
has been in a bad state and through Operation Hlasela Premier Magashule ensured that the private 
sector gets involved in the renovation of the school. 

The renovations included sanding and varnishing of desks; cleaning and replacing broken chairs; 
interior and exterior painting, plumbing and drainage; waste removal and gardening; replacing broken 
switches, fittings and re-lamping; replacing broken window panes with safety glass and where 
required, installing frosted safety glass; removing all corroded gutters and down pipes and re-
decorating fascia boards; replacing or servicing all extinguishers; and installing concertina doors to 
divide the hall into two classrooms. 

The learners and the educators will also be provided with new furniture, shelves and cupboards in the 
school’s library and staff room. The number of jobs created during this extensive work currently 
stands at 71 with the possibility of employing more local people over the weekend to complete the 
project. 

This project was completed within very tight deadlines to ensure that lessons are not disrupted. The 
renovations were done during school holidays, they commenced on Friday, 26 March until 11 April 
2010. 

The event is scheduled to take place when the school reopens and your media organisation is invited 
to cover this new and exciting event for the broader community of Batho location. 

Date: Monday, 12 April 2010 
Place: Bloemfontein, Batho Location 
Venue: Batho Primary School 
Time: 07h00 

For more information contact: 

Lerato Jabane 
Cell: 071 686 0377 

Christelle Pike 
Cell: 082 782 2743 

Media interviews: 
William Bulwane 
Cell: 072 592 2221 

 

FEBRUARY 2010 

FREE STATE LAUNCHES 2010 SCHOOLS FOOTBALL WORLD CUP COMPETITION  

10 February 2010 

“Ke Nako, Celebrate Africa’s Humanity” 

In a bid to mobilise young people to contribute towards advocacy campaign about the 2010 FIFA 
World Cup competition, the Free State Department of Education will be the first province to launch 
“My 2010 School Adventure” campaign on Friday, 12 February at Mangaung Outdoor Sport Centre. 

Free State MEC for Education Tate Makgoe will officially launch the campaign at the main game to be 
played at the Mangaung Outdoor Sport Centre at 14h00. There will be similar inaugural games 
throughout the province. 



This is a collaborative venture that has been initiated and supported by the national Department of 
Basic Education, Sport and Recreation South Africa, and the 2010 FIFA World Cup Local Organising 
Committee. 

The project is South African Schools Football World Cup competition. About 500 Free State schools 
will participate in the project. The schools will adopt one of the 32 countries participating in the 2010 
FIFA World Cup tournament. Under the theme: “Ke Nako, Celebrate Africa’s Humanity”, the 
competition has two pillars, namely, a participation pillar, which is about football, and an education 
pillar which is about arts, culture, educational research and creative writing. 

The aim of this initiative is to inter alia: 

* increase awareness among learners, educators and the broader school community of the 
importance of hosting the 2010 FIFA World Cup 
* provide an opportunity to celebrate issues of national identity, heritage and unity in diversity 
amongst learners, educators and parents 
* generate understanding of and commitment of human rights, democracy and non-discrimination 
amongst learners, educators and parents 
* focus attention on broader continental African identity and heritage 
* provide an opportunity to celebrate creativity and values of humanity. 

The provincial final for both categories will be held between 23 to 24 April. The champions will 
represent the province at the national competition to be held on 7 and 8 May 2010. 

Enquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 

Isaac Ntsaluba 
Cell: 079 503 5856 

 

JANUARY 2010 

MAKGOE TO ANNOUNCE 2009 MATRIC RESULTS  

5 January 2010 

Free State Education MEC Tate P Makgoe will on Thursday, 7 January 2010 officially announced the 
provincial 2009 matric results at the Mangaung city hall. 

Top 100 learners will also be honoured at the provincial ‘Well Done’ function that will be attended by 
more than 600 guests including the Free State Premier, Ace Magashule. Magashule will deliver a 
keynote address at this function. The announcement will be preceded by the media briefing which will 
be held as follows: 

Date: 7 January 2010 
Venue: Mangaung city call (city hall chamber) 
Time: 08h00 

Inquiries: 
Howard Ndaba 
Cell: 079 503 5485 
Tel: 051 404 8314 
E-mail: ndabah@edu.fs.gov.za 


