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We have now reached week 2 of the 5 week NSC examination.  About 26 795 candidates are 
writing the examination at 329 examination centres across the province. 

The first week of the exam was dominated by the Home Languages.  

By now all the candidates have experienced their first taste of the real NSC examination, 
having taken part in the September 2014 trail examination.  

They have also completed Mathematics papers 1 and 2. Feedback has indicated that the 
papers were fair and covered the work done by our candidates. 

At this stage no serious incidents or irregularities were encountered and we can confirm 
that thus far the integrity and credibility of the examination is still untarnished. 

 We have a very proud record in this regard and will keep it like that.  

It is important to report that we had to provide assistance to 3 learners who became ill with 
invigilators so that they could write the exams in hospital. 

 We want to assure the public that we are doing our best to ensure that each candidate is 
treated fairly at all times.  

We have also granted concessions to a number of candidates with specific challenges, i.e. 
reading and writing to have an extra 15 minutes per hour to write the exam. 

The Department has carefully planned for the printing, packing and distribution of the 
question papers.  

We have assessed all potential risks and will ensure that each school and candidate receives 
his correct question paper at the right time and venue.  

We are receiving excellent support from SAPS on Provincial, District and Cluster level and 
they assist as our eyes and ears on the ground to ensure that nothing goes wrong. We also 
have a team of exam monitors deployed in the province and we have an effective reporting 
system in place to alert us about any problems as and when it occurs. 

At this stage we are confident that the class of 2014 will live up to the expectations and will 
not disappoint us in their conduct during the examination or with their ultimate 
performance in the exams.  

The threat of power outages in the whole of SA is noted and we are very fortunate that the 
practical IT and CAT subjects have already been written in October 2014. If exam centres in 



towns and cities experience power outages, it will not have a serious impact on them as 
they will still be able write in day light.  
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