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Free State Department of Education Budget Vote Speech, 2015/16 by 
Honorable MEC Tate Makgoe, Provincial Legislature, Bloemfontein, 20 
March 2015  

 

  

Honorable Premier 

Madam Speaker 

Honourable Members  

Distinguished guests 

SGB Council Members 

Learners 

Ladies and gentlemen - Dumelang 

 

 Congratulations are in order on your appointment as the Presiding Officer 

of this august House, Madam Speaker.  We have no doubt that you are 

equal to the task and will execute your work with distinction.  

Madam Speaker, let me take this opportunity to convey our sincere 

condolences to the family of the Public Service and Administration Minister,  

Honourable Collins Chabane and  two bodyguards – Sergeant Lesiba 

Sekele and Sergeant Lawrence Lentsoane, described by Police Minister,  

Nathi Nhleko as dedicated members of the South African Police Service 

(SAPS) . As you know they all died in a tragic car accident on Saturday. 

A true Democrat and an outstanding cadre of the liberation struggle – we 

thank Mr Chabane for his legacy in creating a system of performance, 
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monitoring and evaluation during his tenure as the Minister in the 

Presidency. 

This is a huge loss not only to the family and friends but also to the ANC, 

government and the country as whole. Rest in Peace Qhawe lamaQhawe!   

Let me also take this opportunity to mourn the death of comrade 

Kgalentshepe Jomo Marumo on 11 March 2015 after a relatively short 

illness. 

During this emotional period of pain, we salute and pay tribute to this 

gallant fighter, trade unionists, a founder member of Tumahole Student 

Organisation and a fearless revolutionary. 

Like many young black South Africans, Comrade Marumo was subjected to 

harassment by the Apartheid security forces, he never enjoyed his youthful 

days and believed in the slogan ‘Freedom or death, Victory is certain’. 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to his friends and family. 

May his soul rest in eternal peace. 

Madam Speaker, before we table Vote 6 of the Free State Department of 

Education, allow me to urge Honourable Members to join our people 

tomorrow (21 March 2015) in commemorating the Human Rights Day. 

Honourable Members,   21 March marks the collective resilience of the 

South Africans. On this day masses of our people took it upon themselves 

to ensure that human rights is a norm and that respect and dignity is 

restored to all, irrespective of cultural background, gender, race, religion, or 

creed. Today, fundamental rights such as basic education are accessed by 

majority of our people. Indeed, the blood of our fallen heroes and heroines 

nurtured the tree of liberty. 
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As we celebrate Human Rights Day we should do so with respect and 

appreciation of our fellow country men and women, who fell in the process 

of confronting the injustices of Apartheid. 

 In this regard we appreciate the role played by generations of struggle 

icons such as JB Marks and Moses Kotane.  These Freedom fighters have 

sacrificed their lives to ensure that ‘all our people enjoy equal Human 

Rights.’  

Accordingly, we welcome their return to the land of their birth. They have 

returned to a South Africa that is free and democratic – a South Africa that 

is a much better place to live in than it was in 1994. 

They have returned to South Africa during the year of the Freedom Charter. 

As the ANC government we have a long way in translating the vision of the 

Freedom Charter into reality.  

Building on the achievements of this government since 1994, education 

has been made a Apex priority for our country. 

Honourable Members, the Freedom Charter states: “The doors of 

learning and culture shall be opened ...,” and that is precisely what this 

2015/2016 budget is doing. 

Madam Speaker, as we present the 2015/2016  budget we wish to state 

that we will be guided by the Freedom Charter, the ANC 103rd January 8 

Statement, the National Development Plan (NDP), the 2015 State of the 

Nation Address (SONA) and 2015 State of the Province Address (SOPA). 
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The total budget allocation for education in the province increased with 

2.4% from R11.266 billion in 2014/2015 to R11.538 billion in 2015/2016 

financial year. This reinforces this government’s commitment to education 

as priority number One.  

Since 1994, the doors of learning and culture have been opened to all 

with high levels of learner enrolment at compulsory phases. About 1130 

schools in this province have been declared no-fee schools. 

An amount of R610 million has been allocated in the 2015/16 financial year  

for No-Fee schools to open doors of learning to about 506 623 learners 

from poor and working class households.  

The no-fee subsidy per learner has increased from R1059.00 in 2014/15 to 

R1116.00 in the 2015/16 financial year. This is an increase of R57. 

To further expand access to basic education for the 2015/2016 financial 

year, the Hostel Project has been allocated R60 million. Currently there 

are 29 hostels accommodating 3 500 farm learners. Bainsvlei Hostel will 

start operating in April when schools reopen for the second term and will 

accommodate about 300 learners.  

The Conditional Grant for the National School Nutrition Program (NSNP) 

in the 2015/16 financial year is R317 million.  

About 573 284 learners are set to benefit from this programme which aims 

to enhance learning capacity through the provision of healthy and nutritious 

meals at schools. 

Honourable Speaker, yesterday, Meqheleng Primary School in Ficksburg 

made us proud by winning the 2014 National School Nutrition Programme 

(NSNP) Best School Award. 
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The NSNP Best School Awards were initiated in 2010 with the purpose of 

recognizing excellence in the implementation of the NSNP and 

acknowledging the dedication of school management teams (SMT), 

educators, Volunteer Food Handlers (VFHs) and School Governing Bodies 

(SGBs).  

Meqheleng Primary School has received fully-fledged dining hall to the 

value R450 000 generously donated Tiger Brand Foundation. 

Tiger Brand Foundation will also provide nutritious breakfast to the learners 

and teachers of the school for the period of three years.  

We commend the innovation of the Meqheleng Primary School in ensuring 

the efficient management of this programme. 

Madam Speaker, Chapter 9 of the NDP states that “a strong education 

system spanning early childhood, primary, secondary, tertiary and further 

education is crucial in addressing poverty and inequality.  It further states 

that “the psychosocial wellbeing of learners from early childhood to higher 

education is also central to the success of a good quality education 

system.” 

We are very pleased that the 2015/2016 budget allocation will go a long 

way in helping the department to gravitate towards achieving the goals set 

out in the NDP and the SOPA of improving quality and efficiency across the 

entire system. 

The 2015/2016 budget allocation will help improve school management 

and governance, school infrastructure, expand early childhood 

development, enhance teacher development, provide direct learner support 

and improve learner academic performance. 
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On the eve of Human Rights Day, we stand here to seek a fresh mandate 

for the 2015/2016 Programme of Action. 

School Governance and Management 

Honorable Speaker, we are gravely concerned about the low participation 

of parents in the 2015 SGB elections, which are currently underway 

throughout the country. 

Despite the massive advocacy campaign to encourage parents to 

participate in these elections, many schools have reportedly experienced 

poor voter turnout. 

Our central message to all the parents in the province is that schools 

belong to all community members – hence in the true spirit of the Freedom 

Charter Clause number two – “The People shall govern.”  We implore 

parents to actively participate in these democratic elections, which have 

commenced on 6 March until 28 March. 

Without parental and community support, education can never be a societal 

issue as envisaged by this government. 

In this financial year R5 million has been set aside for the comprehensive 

training of the newly elected SGB office bearers. 

Madam Speaker, last week Friday, 13 March 2015, we woke up to the 

news of the stabbing and untimely death of Mpho Makole – a 15-year-old 

grade 10  learner from KgoraThuto Secondary School in Botshabelo. Mpho 

was allegedly killed by a fellow classmate. 

Needless, to say this incident is abhorrent and will not be tolerated. 



7 
 

We are committed to ensure that our schools are safe spaces for learners 

to receive quality education as fear and violence are detrimental to the 

holistic development of learners. 

To curb criminality in our schools we have strengthened our partnership 

with South African Police Services (SAPS). Through the Provincial Strategy 

on School Safety we are working towards ensuring that all schools in the 

province have school safety committees, school safety plans and are linked 

to police stations. 

Madam Speaker, I call upon our communities, principals, parents, teachers 

and learners to be vigilant of possibilities of any criminal activities in and 

around our schools. These activities must be reported to the relevant 

authorities without delay. 

Values in Education 

Honorable Members, the department has embarked on a campaign to 

promote the transformation agenda and strengthen values in all our 

schools. The main objectives of this campaign are to inter alia: promote 

patriotism and eradicate racism in our schools. The campaign also seek to 

mould responsible, non-racial and patriotic South African citizens 

Whilst all schools in the province are expected to sing the National Anthem, 

raise the National Flag and display the national symbols in support of this 

campaign, they are further expected to recite the Preamble of the 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa during their assembly.  

Honourable Members, this academic year, secondary school learners from 

grade 8 -11 are encouraged to participate in the 2015 iNkosi Albert Luthuli 

Oral History Competition to be held in May. The competition is part of our 
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contribution to the strengthening of teaching and learning of History in our 

schools. 

Inclusive and Special Needs Education 

Honourable Members, to improve learner performance, teachers will be 

trained on the revised Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support 

Strategy (SIAS).Teachers from Bartimea and Thiboloha Schools for the  

Deaf and Blind will continue to receive training on Grade 1 and 2 Braille in  

this financial year.  

Sign language as a subject was successfully implemented in the foundation 

phase and grade 9 in the two schools. Teachers from the two schools are 

registered with WITS University to study Advanced Certificate in Education 

(ACE) Sign Language.   

In response to the Freedom Charter’s call for ‘Doors of Learning to be 

Open to All’, we will continue to promote universal access to education by 

providing focused and dedicated support to learners in the Senior Phases 

experiencing barriers to learning.   This will alleviate learner dropout rate, 

failure rate and other psycho-social challenges besetting these learners. 

 

Free State Provincial Government Bursary Scheme 

In his State of the Province Address, Premier Ace Magashule stated that  

the Free State Government is committed to ‘opening the doors of 

learning to all’ by increasing the number of young people who can gain 

entrance to institutions of higher learning.   
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For 2015/2016, the Provincial Government Bursary Scheme has 

earmarked R450 million.  

From 2009 till 2015, we have awarded 7 344 full-time bursaries to young 

people from disadvantaged households. Many of them have become the 

first in their families to access tertiary education.   

Of the 7 344 bursary holders, 1 734 students have completed their studies. 

About 121 of these are medical doctors, 16 micro-biologists, 96 engineers 

and 141 Information Technology (IT) Specialists.  These are some of them: 

 Paballo Khaene, is a medical doctor at Pelonomi Hospital. He is from 

Virginia. 

 Barbara Vermooten from Clocolan also works as a doctor at Groote 

Schuur Hospital in Cape Town. 

 Lerato Radebe is from Qwa Qwa and is now working as an Electrical 

Engineer at Transnet and Tshidiso Mohapi from Vanstadensrus is 

Civil Engineer at Royal Haskoning DHV in Bloemfontein  

 Ramabulana LB from Welkom – studied Aviation is one of our former 

bursaryholder who recently passed the Fighter Jet Program from 

SANDF. Ramabulana is the youngest female Fighter Jet Pilot in the 

country.    

 Ntshiuwa Moshodi is a Principal Network Controller at the 

Department of Health. Ntshiuwa hails from Odendaalrus. 

 Tintswalo Nxumani, has just started working now in March 2015 as 

Financial Analysts at Ericsson in Johannesburg. She has a degree in 

B.Comm Accounting. She is from Villiers. 
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Currently, we are providing financial aid to 212 Medical students studying in 

Cuba and 277 Students in China to complete studies in the Agricultural 

field, Civil Engineering and other scarce skills.  

Another 37 full-time bursaries were allocated to students studying 

Medicine, Civil Engineering and International Trade in Turkey in 2014.  

In the 2015 academic year, 312 bursaries were allocated to students of 

which 134 are Masters Students, 136 are Honours students and 42 are 

PhD students while 630 bursaries were allocated for undergraduates 

studies.   

School Infrastructure 

To ensure access and further open the doors of learning to all, we are 

expanding infrastructure in our schools. It is for this reason that the Premier 

has emphasized our plans for further school infrastructure improvements in 

his State of the Province Address, some of which are already being 

implemented. 

The total budget allocated for infrastructure is R762 million for the 

2015/2016 financial year. 

Madam Speaker, allow me to outline some of these infrastructure projects. 

The department has completed three new hostels - in Phillipolis, Bainsvlei 

and Ventersburg.  

Four other hostels – Sediti Secondary School in Thaba Nchu, Boitumelong 

Special School in Thaba Nchu, Edenville Combined in Edenville and 



11 
 

Sebonakaliso Farm School in Harrismith will be completed and ready at the 

start of the 2016 academic year. 

In the 2015/2016 financial year, seven new schools will be built throughout 

the province. 

In addition an amount of R83,9 million has been set aside to revitalize and 

provide additional facilities to schools. This includes additional classes to 

22 schools, 10 administration block, 10 new halls, 15 new kitchens and 8 

state-of-the-art media centres and laboratories. 

Furthermore, upgrading will also include converting 4 schools into Full 

Service Schools (FSS) to accommodate learners with special needs. 

Early Childhood Development (ECD) 

At the launch of the 2014 ANC election manifesto – President Jacob Zuma 

promised to “work towards two years of compulsory pre-school education 

and strive for the fuller integration of ECD educators in the post and 

remuneration structure.” 

Madam Speaker, as we strive to universalize Grade R, we also want to 

raise the quality of teachers and their teaching practices. 

Accordingly, the department is providing curriculum support to Pre-Grade R 

practitioners who are employed by the Department of Social Development. 

These Pre- Grade R practitioners are trained, monitored and supported on 

curriculum implementation.  



12 
 

In addition 35 public schools offering Grade R have been equipped with 

appropriate furniture and educational toys. About 635 practitioners have 

been trained on the effective utilization of these toys. 

2014 Annual National Assessments (ANA) performance 

The 2014 Grade 3 ANA results show that the province did very well, 

achieving 71% in Mathematics and 72.1% in Home Languages. 

In Grade 6, the province achieved 79.3% in Home Language, 51.6% in 

English First Additional Language and 44% in Mathematics.  

Our performance in Grade 9 English First Additional Language is 37.9%, 

52.2% in Home Languages and 12.9% in Mathematics. Evidently, the 

performance in the senior phase needs our urgent attention.   

  

In 2015, we will participate in two International Studies - Progress in 

International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) and Trends in 

Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS).  

Foundation and Primary Schools Support Programmes 

In the 2015/16 financial year, we will intensify support in the foundation and 

intermediate phases through the following interventions: 

 Train 200 maths primary school teachers on Concrete Pictorial 

Approach  

 Prepare 500 Grade 4-6 learners for Spelling Bee and Mental 

Mathematics competitions 
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 Working together with the Flemish government we will develop 

functioning Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) for Mathematics 

in 43 primary schools in Lejweleputswa District.  

 

2014 National Senior Certificate (NSC) Performance 

 

There was generally a decline in the 2014 NSC results in the country. The 

Free State has achieved 82.8% pass rate in 2014. This is a decline of 4.6% 

from the 87.4% pass rate in 2013. About 68% of our schools performed 

above 80%. The number of bachelor passes is 7 987 (33%) in 2014. All our 

districts have performed above 80%, except for Xhariep District which 

performed at 78.2%. 

The Free State has obtained a 69% pass rate in Physical Sciences; this is 

above the 61.5% national pass rate in the subject. 

We achieved first position in the 2014 NSC Accounting results. We have 

improved from 70.56% in 2012 to 71.58% in 2013 and ultimately to 79.7% 

in 2014.  

We have also maintained our first position in Life Sciences and Agricultural 

Sciences. 

Our 2015 target for the NSC results remain at a 90% pass rate and 40% 

bachelor passes. 

 

Madam Speaker, the department wishes to remind the public that the 

Senior Certificate Amended examinations will be written in June/July 2015. 

 

Grade 12 Support Programme 

 

Madam Speaker, R40 million has been allocated in the 2015/2016 financial 

year to provide support programmes to schools in order to improve the 

2015 National Senior Certificate (NSC) results.  
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These support programmes, which form part of our Provincial Strategy on 

Learner Attainment (PSLA) -   will include the following: 

 Enhancing the use of the Internet Broadcast Programme (IBP). 

 Providing special support to 9 000 progressed grade 12 learners 

throughout the province. 

 Extend the support to grade 10 and 11 progressed learners to 

decrease the number of progressed learners in grade 12 in the 

subsequent years. 

  Providing extra tuition support to enable learners to cope with the 

demanding curriculum.  

 Enlist the service of the University of the Free State (UFS) 4th year 

student teachers to support extra classes as part of their teaching 

practice programme. 

 Twinning between town-based and township schools have been 

designed to improve performance of learners in Xhariep District.  

Learners who are currently writing supplementary NSC Examinations are 

receiving academic support from the department to enhance their 

performance.  We are pleased to note that about 68% of the learners who  

have registered for these examinations are writing. The results will be 

released at the end of April.  

Maths and Science  

Madam Speaker, in light of the fact that mathematics is a gateway to key 

professions such as accounting, engineering, commerce, science and 

research, we have deemed it prudent through our Maths for All Campaign 

to encourage and support our learners to study mathematics and aim for 
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good results. 

 

Over the past three years, we noted with appreciation a steady increase in 

the participation rate in Mathematics. 

Enrolment in grade 12 Mathematics: 9 543 in 2012, 9 683 in 2013 and 

10 175 in 2014. Although our pass rate in Mathematics declined in 2014, 

from 69.8% in 2013 to 65.5% in 2014, the number of distinctions increased 

from 355 in 2013 to 407 in 2014.  

We have also seen an increase in the number of distinctions in Physical 

Sciences, from 276 in 2013 to 325 in 2014.  

Through its English, Mathematics, Science, Technology and Accounting 

Strategy (EMSTA) the department will continue to support quintile1-3 

schools to improve their performance in Mathematics, Sciences and 

Accounting by:  

 Providing the schools with Accounting and Physical Sciences 

software respectively.  

 Expanding the HeyMath! Program to 80 township secondary schools. 

This will increase the program coverage in townships schools to 

100%.  

 Recruiting young Mathematics and Sciences graduates into teaching  

 Recruiting Cuban Mathematics teachers who will be placed at the 

Districts Teacher Development Centres to provide support to our 

teachers and subject advisors 

 Expanding the new Grant for Mathematics, Science and Technology 

to quintile 1-3 primary schools  
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 Special Focus on Grade 8 and 9 mathematics. 

 

Smart School Concept 

In the 2015 academic year, we will commence with the implementation of 

the Smart School Concept to improve quality of learning and teaching and 

ensure effective delivery of the curriculum.  

This initiative will go a long way in preparing learners for the information 

age and help the country’s bridge the digital divide. It will be implemented 

in all five districts in the following schools:  Lere la Thuto S/S in Zastron, 

Sechaba se Maketse in Botshabelo, Mamello S/S in Virginia, Evungwini 

S/S in Vrede and Boitlamo S/S in Parys.  

Madam Speaker, I have already visited the identified schools to officially 

announce the innovation and solicit teachers’ opinion. Honourable 

Members the excitement is immeasurable. 

TVET Colleges and AET 

Madam Speaker, from 1 April 2015, Technical Vocational Education and 

Training (TVET) Colleges  and Adult Education and Training (AET) 

functions will be migrated to the  Department of Higher Education and 

Training. While TVET colleges and AET sector will be managed nationally, 

they will continue to play their indispensable developmental role in 

province. 

National Teaching Awards (NTA) 

Honourable Speaker, as we draw this presentation to an end, let me 

commend the following Free State teachers for receiving first prizes in the 
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National Teaching Awards on 7 March 2015. 

 Wilhelmina Venter from Wittenberg High School in Bethlehem won 

the Excellence in Secondary School Teaching Award.  

 Jennifer Harrison from Bedelia Primary School in Welkom won the 

Excellence in Special Needs and Inclusive Teaching Award.  

 Michelle van Wyk from Onze Rust Primary School in Bloemfontein 

won the Excellence in Technology Enhanced Teaching and Learning 

Award. 

In the Kha RiGude Mass Literacy Awards category the following teachers 

scooped first position. 

 Obakeng Sebolao won the Kha RiGude Inclusive Education 

Volunteer Educator Award.  

 Onthusitse Eric Gama from Bartimea Special School in Thaba Nchu 

won the Kha RiGude Inclusive Education Volunteer Co-ordinator 

Award. 

Congratulations to the recipients of these awards. These National Teaching 

awards which you have received are undoubtedly lifting the profile of 

teaching as a key profession in the country. 

You have done yourselves, your learners, schools and the people of the 

Free State proud. Well done! 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
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Madam Speaker, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the ANC,    Free 

State Premier, Honorable Ace Magashule and Education, Sports, Arts, 

Culture and Recreation Portfolio Committee members for their support. 

 

I also the thank  the Free State Department of Education HOD, Mr Stanley 

Malope, officials of the department, teachers, principals, parents,  trade 

unions and SGBs for contributing towards opening the doors of learning to 

all.  

Honorable Members, education is the responsibility of all. Education does 

not stop with government.  We are therefore grateful to our partners such 

as Kagiso Trust, Shanduka Foundation, Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs), universities, Setas, big and  small local business firms for joining 

hands with us to improve performance of our learners. 

Despite a number of challenges we face as a department, we remain 

optimistic that we are making tangible differences in our schools. 

 

During this year of the Freedom Charter, we commit ourselves to work 

hard ensuring continuous success in the provision of education for all. 

As Benjamin Disraeli said: “Upon the education of the people of this 

country, the fate of this country depends.” 

 

I thank you 


