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Free State Department of Education Budget Vote Speech, 2018/2019 delivered 

by the Honourable MEC Tate Makgoe at Teto Secondary School, Welkom on 20 

April 2018. 

Madam Speaker 

Honourable Premier 

Members of the Executive Council 

Members of the Provincial Legislature 

Organized Labour 

Our Partners 

Principals, Teachers  

Learners 

School Governing Bodies 

Distinguished guests 

Ladies and gentlemen 

South Africans pride themselves on singing a popular freedom song about former 

President, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela – Isithwalandwe – Seaparankoe. 

We sing that he is one of a kind, that there is no one quite like him. Nelson Mandela, 

Nelson Mandela akekho ofana naye - Nelson Mandela, Nelson Mandela ha yo ya 

tshwanang le yena! 
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Madam Speaker, in line with the 2018 State of the Nation Address’ (Sona) theme 

‘Making your future work better – learning from Madiba’,  the Free State 

Department of Education joins the entire world in celebrating the 100th  anniversary of 

the birth of this great son of the soil. 

We will also celebrate the 100 years of the birth of Albertina Nontsikelelo Sisulu, a 

gallant heroine of our liberation struggle, who is remembered for her strength, 

compassion and tireless commitment to the people of this country. 

In the 2018/19 financial year we will commemorate Madiba’s centenary by hosting the 

Nelson Mandela Schools Netball League and Volleyball League U/13 and U/17. 

We will also observe his centenary through: drama, memorial lectures, story sessions, 

dance, painting, drawing, sculpture and by hosting a Visual and Performing Arts 

Schools Festival. 

In the 2018/19 financial year, we hope the centenary of Mandela and Mama Sisulu will 

propel us to renew our focus of ‘raising the bar, closing the gap and supporting 

learners in all grades.’  

The National Development Plan (NDP): Vision 2030 stipulates that by 2030 South 

Africans should have access to education and training of the highest quality, leading 

to significantly improved learning.  

Accordingly, we will continue to open doors of learning with more than 99% increased 

enrolment at compulsory school age and, 87.2% of our schools have been declared 

no-fee schools. 
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An amount of R712 million has been allocated in the 2018/19 financial year for No-

Fee schools, to open the doors of learning to about 539 632 learners from quintile  

1-3 schools. 

11 800 learners from 130 fee-paying schools will be exempted from paying school 

fees.   

The no-fee subsidy per learner has increased from R1 243 during the 2017/18 to  

R1 316 in the 2018/19 financial year. This is an increase of R73. 

Madam Speaker, as we present the 2018/19 budget vote 6, we wish to confirm that 

we will continue with our vision of radical social and economic transformation.   

Both the NDP and the 54th ANC conference resolutions on education will guide our 

programme of action. Our medium to long term goals elaborate the work to be done 

between now and 2030. 

 

Budget for 2018/19 

Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, the 2018/19 Free State Department  of 

Education Budget vote statement we are tabling today,  represents the consolidation 

of our work in improving the quality of learning and teaching in our classrooms. 

 As we confront persistent challenges besetting the sector we retain our theme of 

‘raising the bar, closing the gap and supporting learners in all grades.’  
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We stand here in front of this house to solicit a fresh mandate for the 2018/19 

Programme of Action (POA). 

Madam Speaker, the overall budget allocation for 2018/19 for the Free State 

Department of Education is R13.579 billion. Last year it was R12.959 billion.  

This is an increase of R620 million.   

Once again, in the 2018/19 financial year education received the lion’s share of the 

provincial government allocations. 

 This confirms the ANC government’s commitment to education.   

Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS)   

Madam Speaker, according to the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study 

(PIRLS) 2016 findings, South Africa is the lowest performing country out of 11 

countries that participated in the study.  

Although the Free State has achieved the highest score of 483 in the PIRLS Grade 5 

in the 2016 study, compared to other provinces.  

The message is clear: Reading Literacy in the Free State is an issue that needs 

immediate and drastic intervention. 

It is against this backdrop that going forward we will strengthen the teaching and 

learning of languages in primary schools. 

We will do so by: 
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 Prioritizing our focus on high-risk learners. These are mainly learners from 

quintile 1-3 schools. 

 Strengthening the teaching of reading literacy and training of pedagogical 

content knowledge of teachers across all languages.  

 Encouraging teachers to spend more time on reading in foundation and 

intermediate phases, and ensuring that learners: 

 Cover and master reading skills according to their abilities; 

 Achieve minimum requirements as prescribed by the curriculum for each 

grade; and; 

 Are given reading homework daily.  

 Motivating schools to observe and celebrate literacy days. On the 1st of 

February 2018 we observed and celebrated the World Read Aloud Day 

Campaign. About 117 schools, 73 460 learners, 1 860 teachers and 1 608 

parents celebrated this day. 

  Encouraging Learners to continue to participate in Language Enrichment 

Activities, such as Story Book writing, Spelling Bee, Book Review, Debates and 

Poetry writing and recitals , maintain  Penpal  links  and Reading Clubs.  

This year we will launch the Read to Lead Campaign, and invite our strategic 

stakeholders to support learners to acquire reading skills. 

To further stimulate interest in reading amongst our learners, R21 million has been set 

aside to provide multi-media resources to revitalize primary schools’ libraries. 
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Story books in Sesotho, Setswana, IsiXhosa and English have already been 

dispatched to these schools to start with reading programs. To develop learners’ 

listening skills and to enhance their vocabulary, these schools were given portable 

radios and audio books in different languages dominant in township schools. 

There are 226 Primary Schools targeted in this financial year.  

 70 Primary Schools in Motheo 

 56 Primary Schools in Thabo Mofutsanyane 

 45 Primary Schools in Fezile Dabi 

 45 Primary Schools in Lejweleputswa 

 10 Primary Schools in Xhariep 

Furthermore, through a partnership with ETDP-SETA, we have deployed 170 

unemployed youth with grade 12 to 170 schools across the province to ensure school 

libraries are open throughout the day to expose learners to reading. 

Madam Speaker, the inaugural 2018 Provincial Primary School Summit held last week 

was a huge success. The summit brought together key internal and external 

stakeholders to address the challenges facing primary schools. 

Topics that were discussed at the summit included: infrastructure provision, 

accountability, control and monitoring, learners experiencing barriers to learning 

languages and mathematics, curriculum delivery and coverage, and partnership with 

other stakeholders including non-governmental organizations. 
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Teaching and Learning of Languages in Secondary Schools 

Madam Speaker,   we have launched the Language Associations for English and 

African Languages,  to encourage teachers to take center stage in the teaching of 

these languages to realize the objective of the National Development Plan and Action 

Plan to 2019: Towards the realization of schooling 2030, on the importance of  

language skills as a foundation for understanding other subjects. 

In January 2018 we commenced with the training of teachers and subject advisors on 

the setting of quality assessment tasks, to empower them to develop their own quality 

assessment banks aimed at improving language mastery and understanding.  

Last year, we successfully hosted an inaugural Provincial Language Heritage Festival 

for grade 8 -11 focusing on debates, public speaking and book review competitions as 

well as Sesotho debates in grades 10 and 11.  

To further promote African Languages and foster social cohesion, 136 ex-Model C 

schools have been piloting Indigenous African Languages for the first time in their 

curriculum.  

Technical and Comprehensive schools 

Madam Speaker, with your indulgence allow me to express my gratitude to Leseding 

Technical School in Thabong for their outstanding performance in Mathematics and 

Physical Science. The school obtained an impressive 94% and 94.2% in the 2017 

NSC results respectively. 
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Over the past three years we continued to build a strong and vibrant Technical, 

Vocational and Occupational streams by providing resources and materials to prepare 

for the phasing-in of CAPS 2 in 2018 in grade 12.  

Our teachers are ready and equipped with the necessary knowledge and skills to 

ensure the successful implementation of CAPS 2.  

In the 2018 academic year we will intensify our focus on Technical Vocational stream. 

We will together with the principals of Technical and Comprehensive Schools focus 

on the direct learners support initiatives, targeting Technical Mathematics and 

Technical Sciences to improve learner performance.  

One of our strategies to increase learner participation in the Technical, Vocational 

stream will be through the hosting of a Welding Competition in grade 10 and 11.   

Preparing our learners for the 4th Industrial Revolution 

Madam Speaker, beginning from 2018 academic year the usage of technology in 

learning and teaching in primary schools will be promoted leveraged on artificial 

intelligence in our schooling system. 

Our foundation phase learners from 155 primary schools in Fezile Dabi District will be 

part of the national pilot project aimed at using robotics and manipulatives to improve 

the quality of learning outcomes and instruction. 

In addition, traditional games such as Morabaraba, Kgathi and Dibeke will also be 

used to strengthen the teaching of mathematics.  
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Furthermore, Robotics Competition in grade 8 and 9 will be introduced this year. 

In preparation for this competition, Manufacturing-Engineering and Related Services 

Sector Education and Training Authority (MerSETA) funded the training of 21 teachers 

and Technology Subject Advisors on robotics. The training was conducted by the 

University of the Free State. 

This initiative will go a long way in encouraging our grade 8 and 9 learners to pursue 

careers in the science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) field.  

 

Agricultural schools 

Madam Speaker, Agricultural Schools are catalyst for food security, agrarian reform, 

poverty alleviation, job creation and economic growth.  

It is in that light we will in the 2018 academic year revitalize 12 Agricultural Schools to 

prepare our learners to work the land and to ultimately become farm owners.  

Tikwana and Morena Makopela Comprehensive Schools which are a part of the 

revitalisation project have built new broiler houses for the rearing of chickens. The 

project will start this year, and learners will be exposed to the complete cycle from the 

rearing of the birds to the marketing of the birds. 

Breeders Societies through the Stockfarm Agricultural magazine donated 10 heifers 

and a bull to 3 Agricultural schools as part of making them self-sustainable.  

These schools are: Unicom which received a cow called Brown Swiss, Hendrik 

Potgieter received a Dexter and Kroonstad High School received a Santa Gertrudis. 
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These schools participated in the National Youth Show held at Bathurst in the Eastern 

Cape in 2017.  

This year, they will participate in the National Youth Show to be held in George and 

Bloem Show.  

After 5 years the schools should give back 10 heifers to be donated to other schools 

to participate in the project.  

 

In preparation for the National Shearing Competition, Hendrik Potgieter used National 

Wool Grower Association (NWGA) for the training of learners in shearing for 

participation in the national shearing competition for school learners to take place at 

the Bloemshow this year after which a National team will be selected for international 

participation.  

 Mathematics, Science and Technology (MST) Grant  

Madam Speaker, in 2015, the Mathematics, Science and Technology (MST) Grant 

was introduced by the Minister of Basic Education, Honourable Angie Motshekga. 

The 2018/19 allocation for the MST Grant is R34,349 million, which will increase to 

R36 277 million in the 2019/20 and R38 741 million in the 2020/21 financial year. 

This grant will continue to be used to support the implementation of CAPS 2 and 

increasing participation and performance of our learners in the Technical, Vocational 

subjects, in line with the objectives of the of the NDP  and the Action Plan to 2019: 

Towards the Realization of Schooling 2030.   
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2017 National Senior Certificate Examination (NSC) Performance   

Madam Speaker, at the beginning of this year,  the annual Provincial Curriculum 

Lekgotla was held to  consolidate our efforts to  improve scholastic performance in the 

National Senior Certificate (NSC)  which declined by 2,1%  - from 88.2% in 2016 to 

86.1% last year.  

The pass rate without progressed candidates in 2017 was 89.78% compared to 

93.15% in 2016. This represent a decline of 3.37%. 

Our Bachelor pass rate declined by 0, 6% in 2017, from 35, 8% in 2016 to 35, 1 %.   

Despite this decline, we remained the top performing province in 2017. 

We are pleased to announce that the Free State continues to obtain position number 

one nationally in the following subjects: 

 Life Sciences for the past 9 years, 

 Agricultural Sciences for  the past 6 years,  

 Accounting for the  past 4  years, and 

 Geography and Physical Sciences for the second year. 

In 2017, 10 141 candidates wrote mathematics and 7 162 passed.  

This translates into a pass rate of 70, 6% which is a decline of 0, 6%, compared to 

2016, when the subject recorded 71.3% pass rate.  No adjustments were made to the 

subject and only raw marks were used. 
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The subject further experienced a decline in the number of distinctions from 470 in 

2016 to 395 in 2017 and the average pass percentage declined from 41, 5% in 2016 

to 41.1%  in 2017. 

Despite these declines, the subject maintained its second position nationally for the 

second time. 

Physical Sciences results improved from 75, 4 % in 2016 to 76.9% in 2017. This 

represents an improvement of 1.5%.  

The average pass percentage improved from 42.9% in 2016 to 44.3 % in 2017, which 

is an improvement of 3.8%.  The number of distinctions increased by 107 from 384 in 

2016 to 491 in 2017. 

Accounting experienced drastic decline nationally in the 2017 NSC. In our province 

despite its decline it has retained its number one position nationally. 

Madam Speaker, I am so proud to announce that the overall performance of Thabong 

secondary schools in the NSC results has improved by 8.2% from 80.3% in 2016 to 

88.5% in 2017. 

2018 NSC Targets 

Madam Speaker, we are delighted to pay tribute to Fezile Dabi and Thabo 

Mofutsanyane Districts for maintaining their overall NSC pass rate within the 90% 

threshold, despite experiencing a decline in their 2017 performance when compared 

to 2016.  
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We commend the Fezile Dabi District for making us proud that they were awarded the 

title of the best educational district in South Africa in the 2017 NSC Examinations. 

We applaud Thabo Mofutsanyane District for being the first district in the Province to 

achieve our 90:40 targets and for being the second best district in the country. 

Our targets for the 2018 academic year are as follows: 

 the overall NSC pass rate remains 90% and 40% bachelor passes for both the 

progressed and promoted learners, 

 95% pass rate and 45% bachelor passes for promoted learners,  

 80% pass rate for progressed learners.   

For the fiscal year 2018/19, the Provincial Strategy on Learner Attainment (PSLA) has 

been allocated R66 million to improve scholastic performance across all schools. 

 

Inclusion of SA Sign Language (SASL) in the NSC examinations 

In his inaugural State of the Nation Address, President Cyril Ramaphosa announced 

that the first NSC examination on South African Sign Language (SASL), will be 

administered and offered to deaf learners in 2018. 

In the Free State, there are two Special schools with candidates who will write the SA 

Sign Language NSC examination. They are Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind, 

in Thaba Nchu and Thiboloha School for the Deaf and Blind, in QwaQwa. Bartimea 

has four learners and Thiboloha has two.  
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Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 

 Madam Speaker, the 2015 Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study 

(TIMSS) for Grade 9 learners has registered an improvement since 2011.  

On a national level, at the grade 5 level, the Free State has an average achievement 

score of 373 in Mathematics points, thus setting us at 3 points below the national 

average. We are ranked 5th nationally.  

Madam Speaker, our 2019 target for our average achievement score is 410 points in 

maths and science. To achieve our target and significantly improve the cognitive 

abilities of our learners the following will be done:  

 Continue to use the Concrete Pictorial  Abstract  (CPA) approach   in the training 

of teachers, to foster conceptual understanding to close gaps experienced by 

our learners, 

 Support teachers on lesson planning and preparation, 

 Implementation of our reading norms to improve  language skills, 

 Provide psycho-social support services to deal with bullying and other socio-

economic factors that our learners are faced with, 

 Mobilize the support and involvement of parents in the education of their 

children through working with the  Quality Learning and Teaching Campaign 

structures  (QLTCs) and  
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ICT school infrastructure and professional development 

Madam Speaker, to prepare our learners for the 4th Industrial Revolution in the 

2018/19 financial year, the department has allocated R17 million for equipping schools 

with Information Communication Technology (ICT) to improve quality of learning and 

teaching. 

We are indeed making strides in enabling the technology learning environment. 

In this financial year we will increase the number of Smart Schools from 5 to 10.  

All learners and teachers in these schools will receive tablets and laptops respectively. 

The schools will also get broadband connectivity, interactive white boards and e-

content. 

Teachers will be trained on basic computer skills, the use of tablets and Change 

leadership for Technology Integration. 

The investment we are making through the ICT rollout is intended to benefit schools 

and the broader community. Smart schools are community assets. 

We urge communities to join forces with us, to protect these assets from opportunistic 

criminal elements. 

National School Nutrition Programme (NSNP) 

The school nutrition programme was introduced by former President Nelson Mandela 

as a Presidential Lead Project of the RDP in 1994.  
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In the 2018/19 financial year, R379 369 000 for the National School Nutrition 

Programme (NSNP) has been set aside to provide 582 067 learners from quintile 1-3 

schools with healthy and nutritious meals. 

About 3 488 unemployed parents of these learners will be appointed as Volunteer 

Food Handlers (VFHs) to prepare meals for  learners. These VFHs will be appointed 

for 12 months and will receive stipend of R1 188 per person, per month. 

Madam Speaker, last month Thabo Mofutsanyane District again made us proud by 

winning the 2017/18 National School Nutrition Programme Best District Award. The 

district received office furniture worth R80 000. 

 Lerole Primary School in Botshabelo obtained second position in the 2017/18 National 

School Nutrition Programme (NSNP) Best School Award. The school received cooking 

equipments. 

We wish to thank all schools and districts that participated in the past and once more 

invite ALL schools and districts to participate in the 2018/19 competition. 

 

School Infrastructure 

Sanitation 

On 22 March 2018, the Council for Education Ministers (CEM), Heads of Departments 

and the officials responsible for school infrastructure  from all provinces met, to discuss 

how we will work together to provide a sector response to ensure that we provide safe 

and dignified ablution facilities to our schools as a matter of urgency. 
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In the 2018/19 financial year the province will work towards not only eradicating pit 

toilets, but also to ensure that all schools across the province are provided with basic 

services such as water, electricity and sanitation. 

We have already set up a Task Team to develop a master-plan to radically deal with 

inadequate sanitation, pit toilets and age appropriate seats for Grade R learners in our 

schools. 

The provincial plan and audit will be completed and ready for submission on the 3rd of 

May 2018. 

Accelerated School Infrastructure Development Initiative (Asidi) 

Madam Speaker, we are delighted to announce that five new schools that meet the 

department’s standards of basic functionality have reached practical completion, and 

these are:  

 Qalabotjha S/S  - Villiers  - R28 695 588 

 Dawiesville P/S – Tweespruit -  R39 387 912 

 Thaba-Phatchoa P/S – Tweespruit -  R38 255 470 

 Tweespruit P/S -  Tweespruit - R35 335 642 

 Boshof I/S – Boshof - R31 475 644 

These schools are part of the Accelerated School Infrastructure Initiative (Asidi).They 

were built from inappropriate materials. 
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Hostel Projects 

To expand access to basic education in 2018/19 financial year, five new hostels have 

been earmarked for construction and the first three will be prioritised. They are:   

 Leboneng Special School in  Welkom 

 Boitumelong Special School in Thaba Nchu 

 New Special School in  Trompsburg 

 Breda Primary Farm School  in  Fouriesburg 

 Oranjekrag Intermediate School in  Gariepdam 

The new Steynsrus Hostel has been completed and is ready for occupation. 

This State-of-the-Art hostel has the following facilities: Two hostel blocks 

accommodating 150 boys, caretakers’ flats for each block, ablution facilities at each 

block, TV Room at each block, , kitchen and dining hall, laundry facilities, change 

rooms and ablutions and cold room. 

The estimated cost for the construction of Steynsrus Hostel was R20 million. 

New Schools 

In 2018/19, nine schools have been earmarked for construction and the first five have 

been prioritised to commence in the new financial year. These schools are:  

 New Special School - Trompsburg 

 Vogelfontein P/S - Bethlehem 
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 Katlego Mpumelelo P/S – Sasolburg 

 Dr Sello PS - Viljoenskroon 

 Father Balink Combined School - Parys 

 Morena Tshohisi I/S - Harrismith 

 Tweeling C/S  - Tweeling 

 Tshehetso P/S – Bothaville 

 Tsebo Ulwazi S/S - Frankfort 

Eight new schools are expected to reach Practical Completion in the 2018/19 financial 

year and these are:         

Tlholo P/S Botshabelo R52 million 

Grassland P/S Bloemfontein R64 million  

Grassland S/S Bloemfontein R63 million  

Hani Park P/S Welkom R55 million  

Rehopotswe P/S Bethlehem R50 million 

Bekezela P/S Sasolburg R57 million  

Mooifontein P/S Zastron R56 mil  

Thembalihle P/S Vrede R64 mil  

 



21 | P a g e

 
 

Upgrades and additions 

Madam Speaker, in the 2018/19 financial year R239 416 has been set aside to 

upgrade and provide additional facilities to schools. 

For example, Thembekile and Mojaho Primary Schools in Thabong Welkom, will both 

receive administration blocks. The total amount allocated to these two projects is 

R8 281 140. 

Renovations, refurbishment and maintenance 

In the 2017/18 financial year, R2 174 945, 63 and R1 998 379,22 was spent to 

Mmantshebo Primary School and Moremaphofu Primary School respectively for 

corrective measures due to structural defects. Both schools are situated in Welkom. 

In the 2018/19 financial year, R55.8 million has been allocated for renovations and 

refurbishment of schools across the province. 

In addition for the purpose of emergency maintenance such as burst pipes, electrical 

faults and broken windows, R98.227 million has been earmarked. 

To ensure that completed infrastructure facilities are immediately usable, R10 million 

has been set aside to procure furniture and equipment.    

National Teaching Awards 

Madam Speaker, at the 18th National Teaching Awards (NTA) held on the 17th of 

February 2018 in Johannesburg, Free State teachers have performed impressively in 

various categories. 
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The province won four first positions and two third positions. The winners were: 

1. Ms Ntsolo Maria Ramabudu from Nelson Mandela Primary School in Sasolburg  

who won the Excellence in Grade R teaching Award 

2. Mr Sandile Mdlalose from Thiboloha Special School in Qwa qwa who won the 

Excellence in Special Needs Teaching Award 

3. Mrs Jolinda Daniel from Parys High School in Parys who won the Excellence 

in Secondary School Teaching Award 

4. Mr Andrew Taylor from Brebner High School in Bloemfontein who won the 

Lifetime Achievement Award.  Mr Taylor was also the National winner of the 

Kader Asmal Award in 2013 

 

The third position winners were: 

1. Mr Johan Volstead former principal of Grey College in Bloemfontein  in the 

category of Prof. Kader Asmal Excellence Award 

2. . Mr Gerhard Malan from Aurora Primary School in Welkom In the category of 

Technology-Enhanced Teaching and Learning. 

We thank these teachers for being vital role models who transmit good moral values 

and display exemplary behaviour toward our children. 
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New Premier 

Madam Speaker, before I bring this presentation to a close, let me extend my warm 

congratulations to Her Excellency, Honourable Sefora Ntombela on her appointment 

as the 4th female Premier in this province. 

Madam Speaker, there is no doubt that the province has gained a hard-working leader 

with passion for work in the vulnerable sector of our society. 

Her elevation to the premiership is the recognition of her impressive record of 

achievements in her previous responsibilities, and a strong commitment to radical 

socio-economic transformation of our country. 

Honourable Premier, we wish you the best of success in your new position.  

 

Conclusion 

Madam Speaker, in conclusion there is a dire need to improve the quality of education 

outcomes across the system. This is critical if we are to address the triple challenges 

of poverty, inequality and unemployment and successfully implement the radical socio-

economic transformation agenda. 

Together with our social partners in education we have a mammoth task of delivering 

quality, effective, inclusive and efficient basic education to our children. 



24 | P a g e

 
 

Directed by the 54th ANC National Conference resolution, we have the obligation to 

ensure that all learners, especially at the foundation phase, have basic levels of 

literacy and numeracy. 

We table this 2018/19 budget when the country celebrates the life, the leadership and 

the teachings of Tata Madiba and Mama Sisulu.  

This is the time for us to work together to honour these two great visionaries and 

struggle icons. It is time to build a new and better country for all the people who live in 

it.  

Madam Speaker, as I conclude I want to thank the following institutions and 

individuals: 

 To  the ANC for consistently making education a number one priority, 

 To my colleagues in the Executive Council for their support, 

 To all the SGBs, QLTC structures principals, SMTs and teachers in our province 

who, despite daunting challenges, prioritize the future of our children above all else, 

 To   the Free State Department of Education officials under  the leadership of HOD 

Advocate Tsoarelo Malakoane  for their tremendous hard work and dedication, 

 To members of the education portfolio committee for always keeping us on our 

toes, 

 To all of you in the House for your ongoing hard-work in ensuring that education is 

and always will be a societal priority, 
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 To our corporate partners, NGOs,  CBOs, municipalities, provincial departments,  

universities and religious organizations for supporting and investing in  education 

in the province and most importantly,  

 To  my anchor and wife Ivy, my eldest daughter Palesa, my daughter Maki, and 

my son Junior for their loving support throughout my career and, 

Comrades, colleagues, and friends, this province is at the forefront of getting education 

right. The ANC in the province is getting education right.    

Madam Speaker, Honorable Members, ladies and gentlemen, I Thank you. 
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