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Statement during the announcement of the Free State 
2020 National Senior Certificate (NSC) Grade 12 

Examination Results by Dr Tate Makgoe, MEC of Education, 
University of the Free State, South Campus: 24 February 

2021  

 

  

Program Director, allow me first to extend warm greetings to all the people 
of the Free State. I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all our strategic 
partners for embracing the African National Congress’s (ANC) call to make 
education a societal issue before presenting the results of the 2021 National 
Senior Certificate (NSC) exams. 

I also wish to take this opportunity to introduce our top achievers who 

against, all the turmoil caused by COVID-19, have proved that hard work and 

dedication pays off. These are the Kings and Queens of the Class of 2020. 

They are:  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, our 2020 overall Top Candidate is Van der Nest, 

Marc Daniel, from St. Andrew's CS. 

Our Best Candidate is Mthombeni, Neo Brandon from Ngwathe SS.  

In 2020, the Province conducted, administered and managed the biggest 

grade 12 examination ever. The number of candidates who participated in 

this exam is outlined in the table below: 

NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE (NSC) EXAMINATIONS IN 2020 

2020 NSC Full-time candidates registered 29 289 

2020 NSC Part-time (Repeaters) 7 215 

  Part-time Repeaters + NSC June 

2019 NSC Full-time (Supplementary) 5 273 

NSC Part-time candidates 57 

2020 June SC(a) Candidates 7 519 

2020 TOTAL NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 49 353 

 

The composition of these candidates per districts are as follows: 

Motheo District had 11 697 candidates, from 115 schools,  
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Thabo Mofutsanyane District had 9 554 from 92 of schools,  

Lejweputswa  District had 8 015 from 72 schools 

Fezile District   5 534  from 62 schools and  

Xhariep District  1 704  from 28 schools 

These candidates are the crème de la crème, the Best of the Best across 

the country, which they wrote these exams under challenging circumstances. 

Because of lockdown, they missed a lot of contact time at school. Some had 

to adapt to the new normal of studying online and through community radio 

stations and other unconventional pedagogical methods. Many township and 

rural schools could not deploy the online teaching model because they did 

not have adequate resources.  In the end, our learners and teachers did their 

utmost best, with 41 834 (Part-time and Full-time candidates) sitting for the 

2020 National Senior Certificate examinations. 

90% pass percentage. 

In their quest not to be defeated by the pandemic, some teachers reverted 

to the traditional distance education strategies – prepare weekly learning 

programs for learners using textbooks, references and notes together with 

prepared exercises and tasks. 

The initiative of the schools to continue with teaching and learning during the 

hard lockdown is a testimony of the dedication of teachers, learners, and 

parents to pivot and adapt to the global change circumstances. 

We take this opportunity to thank our teachers, principals and parents for 

putting the learners first. 



19 
 

Provincial Results 

EXAMINATIONS CENTRES ACROSS THE PROVINCE WROTE THE 

2020 NSC EXAMINATIONS 

Full-time   27 928 

Part-time candidates 7 215 

Full-time (some having Part Time candidates as well) 334 

Centres having only Part time candidates 36 

Centres in total 370 

The number of full-time candidates who wrote the NSC exam has 

increased from 25 578 in 2019 to 27 928 in 2020. 

Ladies and Gentleman, I am pleased to announce upfront that the Free 

State province has recorded 85.1% the matric pass rate for 2020, a slight 

drop compared to the previous year's 88.4% (-3.3%) 

The 2020 performance of our province in comparison with other Provinces 

is as follows: 

POSITION PROVINCE PERCENTAGE 

1 FREE STATE 85.1% 

2 GAUTENG  83.8% 

3 WESTERN CAPE 79.9% 

4 KZN 77.6% 

5 NORTH WEST  76.2% 
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6 MPUMALANGA  73.7% 

7 LIMPOPO 68.2% 

8 EASTERN CAPE  68.1% 

9 NORTHERN CAPE 66% 

 

So we are indeed Number One again! Since the advent of the NSC in 2008, 

the Free State has been number one for 5 times in the last 8 years. Re ba 

Phetile-1, Ra ba pheta-2, Ra ba Pheta-3, Ra ba Pheta-4, Ra ba Pheta hape! 

Rentse retlo hoba pheta hofihla ba tlwaela! 

Well Done to the Free State Class of 2020. You are Simply the Best!  

We welcome the approval of the National Senior Certificate and Senior 

Certificate results by the Quality Council for General and Further Education 

and Training, Umalusi. 

2020 was difficult for all, and as such, the approval of the result of this Class 

has some significance. 

We congratulate our officials in the province for not dropping the ball in 

administrating the 2020 NSC examination. 

It indicates that our systems are resilient enough to surmount adversities that 

confront us and do what is best for our learners.  

We have now achieved our target of Bachelor passes at 40.4% (compared 

to 39.1% in 2019). 
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 31.3% of candidates (33.4% in 2019) qualified for entry to diploma study, 

and 13.4% (15.9% in 2019) achieved entry to study at the higher certificate 

level. 

The impressive performance of the Free State class of 2020 under trying 

conditions underscores the importance of years of good, solid teaching and 

learning before the grade 12 years. 

This performance demonstrates that the grade 12 year on its own does not 

provide understanding, perseverance and resilience needed to achieve 

excellent results in the matric year – but that it is a culmination of work and 

learning over 12 to 13 years of quality education. 

Results profile 
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Building blocks are in place 

We are encouraged by the notable resilience of our basic education system. 

Performance of the Class of 2020 in the face of the devastating and invisible 

COVID 19 is a consequence of systemic interventions for strengthening and 

raising performance in all levels of the system.  

Indeed 2020 has shown that remarkable progress in education will depend 

highly on deliberate, purposeful action.  

While we celebrate the many achievements we are making together in 

education, the challenges of 2020 brought about by unprecedented 

pandemic should spur us on seriously to consolidate our advances.  

The building-blocks are firmly in place.  

Our provincial strategy for improving literacy and numeracy has assisted in 

improving education quality. It has strengthened the teachers' capacity to 

teach, in particular, the literacy and numeracy curriculum.  

We have focused on quality. We have emphasized equity, access and 

efficiency. The central thrust of these intervention strategies was on 

mobilizing the entire system to do more to improve learner performance even 

under the Covid 19 conditions. 

Last year, we were able to roll-out a support program for all learners to 

ensure that they have access to quality education and training.  This all-

inclusive support program was a result to safeguard every child's right to 

education, health and safety, as set out in the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child.  
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All the efforts we have made have positioned and empowered the class of 

2020 to raise the bar and obtain the number one spot in the 2020 NSC 

results. 

Subject Performance 

We emphasized thorough preparation for the NSC exam. This exam is the 

ultimate measure of achievements of twelve years of schooling. It assesses 

learners’ knowledge and skills gained over years of schooling. NSC results 

rank among important performance indicators of the entire schooling system.  

2020 national results 

In 2020, .23 788  learners out of  27 928 passed matric.  

 

There was an increase of 1153 candidates doing Mathematics in 2020.  

Despite the drop in the pass percentage in Mathematics from 68.5% in 2019 

to 66.3%, we are delighted that 552 additional learners managed to pass 

Mathematics in 2020 compared to 2019.   
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To increase the number of learners taking Mathematics in our schools, in line 

with the target set out in the National Development Plan, Province is 

continuing to award top performing Maths schools with a higher participation 

rate of 50 learners and above.   

The 2020 top 10 Mathematics schools in the province, each receiving 

R100 000 are:  

C EN N H MEISIESKOOL ORANJE 
EUNICE SS 

WITTEBERG SS 
VOORTREKKER SS 

JIM FOUCHE SS 

BEACON SS 
RANTSANE SS 

LEKGULO SS 
NTSU SS 

KOPANONG SENIOR SECONDARY 
 

The number of passes in Physical Science, that is, 6 216 in 2020, is 311 

less than the  

6 527 of 2019. The pass rate for Physical Science in 2020 is 71.2% (2019 

was 82.7%.) 

The top Maths and Science School in the province is Witteberg High School. 

 

Since 2012 we have undertaken to increase the number of Grade 12 learners 

who pass these two subjects.  

We’ve also focused on improving performance in other subjects.  
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SUBJECT 2020 2019 

Accounting 5 458 (86.4%) 4 847 (81.6%) 

Geography 10 188 (87.9%) 10 486 (90.4%) 

Economics 4 696 (75.5%) 4 489 (70.9%) 

History 4 979 (95.1%) 4 800 (89.4%) 

Mathematical 

Literacy 

14 381  14 762 

 

The Province is also making good strides in improving the performance of 

technical subjects. We are proud of the achievement of candidates of 

SASHL. This subject is growing by leaps and bounds, and more learners are 

entering for this subject. 
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The Province has achieved 4 700 distinctions across all subjects and 4 490 

distinctions in high enrolment subjects. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen we obtained position 1 in the following subjects: 

Accounting   86,4%  

Agr Science 82,8% the only Province in the 80s 

Bus Studies  84,4% 

Economics    75,5%  

Geography     87,9%  

Life Sciences 82,6% the only Province in the 80s 

Maths lit        88,6%  

Position 2 

Maths   66,2% after Western Cape  

History    95,1% after Gauteng  

 

Position 3 

Physical Sciences 71,2% after Gauteng and Western Cape  

District performance 

Our districts have worked very hard under alert level 5 lockdown.  

Key interventions focused on improving performances in Mathematics, 

Physical Science, Accounting and supporting underperforming schools and 

their principals. These initiatives have reaped observable dividends. 
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We are pleased to announce that all of our districts achieved more than 80% 

in 2020. It is a clear demonstration that t we are serious about the quality of 

results:  

Our Star district, ladies and gentlemen, remains Fezile Dabi at 86.5% – a 

decline of 3.8% from 2019. 

Fezile Dabi was named by the Minister for the second time as number SIX 

(6) out of 75 districts nationally as best performing district in the entire 

country. Congratulations to Dr VUSI CHUTA and his team.  

Motheo District achieved 85.2% – a decline of 2.7%. The district was 

announced by the Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga as number 

TEN (10) out of 75 Districts nationally in the top 10 performing districts in the 

country. Congratulations to Mr DECEMBER MOLOI and your team. 

  

Thabo Mofutsanyana District obtained 85.8% - a decline of 2.3%.  

The district was also announced by the Minister of Basic Education Angie 

Motshekga as number SEVEN (7) out of 75 Districts nationally in the top 10 

performing districts in the country. Congratulations to Me LINDIWE 

MABASO, and your team. 

Xhariep District achieved 80.8% – a decline of 8.1% Lejweleputswa district 

attained 83.9% - a decline of 3.9% 

We also congratulate all the District Directors and their officials for a job 

well done.  
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Municipalities performance 

Coming to local municipality performance, 2 reached 90% and above, 

compared to 5 Municipalities in 2019. Of the 20 Municipalities in the 

Province, 13 performed above 80% passes, 7 performed above 70%. 

 

We congratulate MALUTI A PHOFUNG Municipality, for achieving 90.2%.  

We will redouble our efforts in enduring that all other municipalities’ 

performance at this level or above.  
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Gold and Silver schools 

We have 47 schools that obtained a 100% pass rate, which is a decrease of 

9 schools from last year.  

From 47 Gold schools, 27.7% (13 schools) are township schools which is a 

decrease of 15.2% (11 schools) compared to last year’s 42.9% (24 schools).  

Silver schools: 116 (90-99.9%). A decrease from 127 in 2019. 

Schools that obtained a target of 90/40: 

In 2020, 129 schools out of 334 achieved 90/40 target. 

Out of the 129 schools, 67 of those are township schools.  

Thabo Mofutsanyana District (40.4%) and Motheo District (44.9%) achieved 

the 40% Bachelor target, and the Free State Province accomplished 40.4% 

Bachelor passes!) 

Performance of progressed learners 

For the class of 2020, 4890 progressed learners wrote the NSC examination, 

of which 2682 passed this translates into 54.8%.  It is important to note 

that no other Province ever achieved 90%, yet the Free State Province 

has done so four times in the past five years. 
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QUINTILE ANALYSIS 

In the table below, it is clear that most of the learners are drawn from 

Quintiles 1 to 3. These are historically disadvantaged schools found in 

townships and rural areas. They are non-fee paying schools that benefit from 

the government feeding program. 

 

Quintiles 1, 2 & 3 represents around 73% of candidates every year compared 

to around 26% in quintiles 4 & 5. 

 

In 2020, 20477 learners from these quintiles wrote the NSC examination and 

17036 passed. This amount to an 83.2% pass rate in this category. 
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Thanks to the support that the department has given to learners that could 

have dropped out of school at one point or another especially, under the 

COVID 19 conditions. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING SPONSORS  

All learners invited to this event will receive laptops, travelling bags and will 

be awarded cash prizes.  They will also be awarded Free State Government 

bursaries to study at any higher institution of learning of their choice.  This 

full bursary inter alia entails tuition fees, transport and meals.  

These learners will also receive a token of appreciation starter packs (kettle, 

iron, duvet set and a bath towel), vouchers and backpacks.  

We want to ensure that our top performers enter Institutions of Higher 

Learning with basic needs.   

We take this opportunity to thank our generous sponsors for landing a 

helping hand in supporting the class of 2020: 

1. De Beers Group 
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2. The Chemical Industries Education and Training Authority (CHIETA) 

3. Harmony 

4. Old Mutual 

5. Standard Bank 

6. The South African Institute of Chartered Accountants 

7. Industrial Development Corporation 

8. Cyril Ramaphosa Foundation 

9. MTN Foundation 

10. MacMillan Education 

11. Itau Milling 

12. Kagiso Trust 

13. Vodacom 

14. Momentum-Metropolitan 

15. Fundi 
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Conclusion 

As I conclude, I wish to congratulate the Class of 2020 and wish them well 

in their future endeavours. I am upbeat that the Class of 2020 will continue 

to shine wherever they are.  I wish all learners the very best. We call upon 

all of you to help us improve on this year’s results. Working together, we can 

do more to improve the quality of basic education, bearing in mind, at all 

times, that the free development of each is the condition for the free 

development of all.  

 

In saluting the Class of 2020, I thank the Premier, Executive Council, 

Education Portfolio Committee members, Mayors, Executive Mayors, HOD, 

and Adv. Malakoane and his team our social partners, sponsors, SGBs, 

parents-teacher unions and most importantly, our Grade 12 Class of 2020 

for heeding our clarion amid the novel coronavirus to raise the bar, close the 

gap and support learners in all grades.  

To those learners who did not perform as expected, do not lose heart. There 

are many options for improving your results or pursuing alternative career 

paths. Your results notwithstanding, this is not the end of the world. We all 

learn from trial and error. 

We convey our condolences to all families who have lost their loved ones 

due to COVID-19.  These families include the families of our teachers, 

learners, officials and other stakeholders involved in education. May the dear 

souls of the departed, rest in eternal peace. We are living under difficult 

circumstances that require commitment, dedication, sacrifice, and 
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selflessness. We need to ensure that in all that we do, we put health and 

safety as our apex priority.  

What is required now is absolute vigilance, alertness, and most of all, strict 

adherence to the health, safety, and social distancing measures that have 

been put in place. 

Schools are at the coalface of basic education delivery. What you do at the 

school level is what matters most. The future of our learners, prosperity and 

further development of our country is in your hands. We commend you for 

the great work you continue to do daily. 

 


