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Member of the Executive Council
for Education

FREE STATE PROVINCE

Address by the Hon. MEC for Education, Dr MJ Maboya, at the
Provincial Well-Done Function for the Matric Class of 2024, at the
Central University of Technology (CUT, FS), Boet Troskie Hall
Bloemfontein

Date: 17 January 2025

Programme Director, allow me to follow the established protocol and
recognize:

The Honorable Premier of the Free State, Mme Ma-Queen Letsoha
Mathae,

Your Excellencies Traditional and Khoi-San Leaders: Morena e Moholo,
Morena Moremoholo Mopeli, Morena e Moholo, Morena Montoeli Mota,
Chair of the Provincial House of Traditional and Khoi-San Leaders,
Morena Neo Mopeli,

Honorable Speaker of the FS Provincial Legislature,

Members of the Executive Council,

Deputy Ministers present,

Honorable Members of the Provincial Legislature,

Honorable Members of the National Assembly and the NCOP
Distinguished Executive Mayors and Speakers,

Acting Deputy Director General: Dr M Phera,

Former Deputy Director General: Mr K Ralikontsane,

Chief Executive Officers of different State Entities, (Umalusi: Dr
Rakometsi and RTMC: Adv. Msibi)

HoDs of various Government Departments,

Chairs and CEOs of Provincial state entities,

Chair of the Provincial SGB Council: Mr K Selebedi,

Chairpersons and Secretaries of Teacher Unions,

Esteemed Partners in Business and Civil Society,

Esteemed Members of Political Parties,

Parents, Members of the School Governing Bodies, Members of Teacher
Unions,

Provincial Government Officials,

District Directors, Principals, Teachers and Learners, in particular our
VIPs, the Class of 2024,

Friends and Fellow citizens of the Free State,

Ladies and Gentlemen, good morning,

P.O Box 521, Bloemfontein, 9300
55 Fidel Castro Building, 16th Floor, Cnr Markgraaf and Mariam Makeba Street, Bloemfontein Tel: +27 (0) 51 404 8411/8080
Fax: +27 (0) 51 404 8295/8330 E-Mail: Mec.Secretary@fseducation.gov.za

wwwfsdoe fs.gowea




2|Page

Programme Director, it is with profound pride and gratitude that | stand
before you today as your servant; appreciating the reality that we are
here to give report on the results that belong to the people of the Free
State, our beautiful Province. As we celebrate one of the most historic
achievements, we are gathered here to commend the matric class of
2024, who, through their resilience and determination, have not only set
a benchmark but cemented the Free State as the leading province in the

country.

The National Development Plan: Vision 2030 envisions a future where
every South African child has access to highest quality education, leading
to significantly improved learning outcomes by the year 2030. Central to
this vision is the imperative for accountability across the education
system. To truly achieve transformative education, we must cultivate a
robust accountability chain, connecting policymaking at the
provincial level to classroom practices. This responsibility is crucial to
fostering a quality education system that keeps all of us striving for

continuous improvement.

The vision of my department is “To provide basic education of the
highest quality, which inclusive and responsive to needs of the
society and the economy. The aim of which is to ensure that all learners
receive quality education in line with their abilities, to enable them to
play constructive societal roles through knowledge, skills, and values as
well as participating in the economy.

The NSC examinations mark a pivotal milestone in a learner's journey,
signifying the culmination of 12 years of schooling. Beyond serving as an
academic exit point, these examinations provide pathways for learners to
pursue tertiary education, access the labour market and become

entrepreneurs.
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Today, we honour not just numbers and statistics but the dedication,
sleepless nights, and the burning desire of 48 312 matriculants who chose
to dream and work relentlessly for a brighter future. This milestone
represents a significant improvement over past performances and aligns

with the Free State’s unwavering commitment to surpassing its own
benchmarks for educational excellence. We are in no competition with

anyone but the previous versions of ourselves.

This recognition is significant as our districts exemplify the province’s
sustained commitment to academic excellence and effective
collaboration. Our districts’ continued presence in the national top
rankings, highlights consistent leadership and innovation in implementing
support programs. Similarly, these successes reflect the fruits of strategic
interventions such as teacher training and learner-focused initiatives,

which have collectively contributed to the province’s overall performance.

This progress highlights the fruits of our collective efforts in pursuing the
90:40 target set in 2010, demonstrating the power of strategic vision and
sustained collaboration. This has been fuelled by the adoption of the
motto: #simplyexcellent and implementation of tools that entrench a

culture of excellence.

Class of 2024, your accomplishments shine as a beacon of hope and
inspiration to all South Africans with your unprecedented NSC pass rate
of 91% pass, making the province number 1 in the country for six
consecutive years, and your bachelor pass rate of 48,2%, after well-
resourced provinces such as Gauteng with a bachelor pass of 50,3%
and KZN with a bachelor pass of 52,2%. This implies the province

dropped from position 2 in bachelor pass in 2023, to position 3 in 2024.
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Your successes, in my view, mirror the famous words of the great young
Karl Marx from his popular essay on "The Choice of a Profession,”
where he stated: "The chief guide which must direct us in the choice
of a profession, is the welfare of humanity and our own perfection.”
As you stand poised on the cusp of endless possibilities, remember that
your accomplishments today are tools with which you can shape a better

tomorrow.

Programme Director, our highlights for the 2024 NSC results are as
follows:

* 91% NSC pass rate (32 996) implying that for every 10 candidates
that wrote the exam, only one failed. The 9% (3 254) who failed are
encouraged to apply for remarking and enrol at Finishing Schools to
obtain their NSC qualification.

» The number of candidates who applied for accommodation and
concession increased from 1 677 in 2023 to 2 113 in 2024.

* Four of our districts achieved a NSC pass rate of above 90% and
made it to the top 10 performing districts in the country. In addition
to this, Fezile Dabi obtained position 2 nationally, making it the top
district in the province.

 Six of our key subjects obtained position 1 nationally.
Accounting, Geography, Life Sciences and Mathematical Literacy
have been in position 1 for more than five years, with Technical
Sciences and English FAL obtaining number 1 for the past three
years.

« Physical Sciences, History and Technical Mathematics obtained
position 2 nationally. Unfortunately, Mathematics dropped to
position 3 but obtained its ever-highest pass rate of 73,2% in the
province.
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Programme Director, over the past five years, our schools have
consistently displayed commendable resilience, achieving
remarkable outcomes under varying conditions. These are the attributes
of the dimensions of effective schooling that is premised on Clarity of
Purpose, High Standards, Effective Leadership and Collaboration

with key stakeholders including parents.

The Free State's outstanding National Senior Certificate (NSC)
performance is a testament to the unwavering commitment and
collaboration of all stakeholders in the education sector. Excellence, as
we know, is never an accident but the result of high intention, sincere
effort, and intelligent execution. This achievement reflects the dedication
of teachers, learners, parents, school administrators, district and head
office officials, as well as the support of government and private partners
who worked tirelessly to ensure success. Their collective efforts have set
a shining example of what can be accomplished through determination

and unity.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is often overlooked that the National Senior
Certificate (NSC) is a multi-purpose qualification, not solely intended as a
university entrance mechanism. Only a small fraction of students will
pursue and gain admission to universities, while the majority should be
guided towards Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET)
colleges. This approach aligns with how every industrialized economy has

driven its growth and development.

Programme Director, to make this point clearer, let me take this
moment to address the issue of quality education and the results of

the NSC examinations.
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It is vital that we understand these results within the broader context of
their role in our society and the comprehensive information they provide
about our education system. The NSC serves as a tool that offers three

critical insights into our education system.

First and foremost, it tells us how many students are eligible to further
their studies at university level, specifically those who have achieved
bachelor passes. This is an important metric but not the only one, nor is it

the sole measure of the education system’s success.

Of the overall learners who obtained bachelor passes, history and
statistics have demonstrated that fewer students usually get admitted to
universities, largely due to capacity constraints. While the number of
bachelor passes is significant, it does not define the entire system or its

outcomes.

Second, the NSC provides insights into the larger group of students who
may pursue further education through Technical and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) colleges, universities of technology, and Community
Education and Training structures. These pathways equip students with
skills and qualifications that are highly desirable in the job market and
critical for economic growth. Indeed, this group constitutes the majority of

our NSC graduates.

Finally, the NSC also highlights those learners who may not choose to
continue formal studies but are now literate and empowered members of
our society. These graduates are ready to participate in democratic
processes, enter the workforce, and contribute meaningfully as active
citizens. Many of our leaders in public office and private sectors have

demonstrated the enduring value of an NSC qualification.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, it is crucial to remember that each of these
purposes is significant. The NSC does not merely assess how many
students can proceed to university; rather, it provides a comprehensive
understanding of the diverse futures available to our learners. It certifies
their readiness for various societal roles, from entrepreneurs to
community leaders, reflecting the versatility and inclusivity of our

education system.

Historically, qualifications such as the Junior Certificate certified
individuals as literate and employable by grade 10. The NSC serves a
similar, yet broader function in ensuring that students are prepared for life,

work, and civic participation.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | must stress that the NSC results do not focus
solely on university access. They are about planning for the majority,
celebrating all achievements, and understanding the vast potential within
our youth. In comparison with other systems worldwide, our Grade 12
qualification is distinct in that it provides insights into three critical
pathways — university readiness, vocational and skills training, and

societal participation — all in one.

Today, as we celebrate these results, let us rejoice in the comprehensive
success of the system. For the Free State, the data shows that we are
excelling in all three purposes of the NSC, and | am proud to say that we
are on track. To take this point further, and address the current public
debate on quality, let me cite a quotation of the former Vice Chancellor of
the University of Cape Town, Prof Mamokgethi Phakeng who said the
following on the debates in the media around bachelor pass rates: “It is
a class issue; it is a status issue and so many families think if their

children do not go to university they haven’t succeeded.”
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As a country, we need to focus on the promotion of the Three-Stream
Model, with a bias towards the two streams, namely, the Vocational and
the Occupational Stream. The department has already developed a six-

year plan to focus on skills revolution.

Programme Director, | believe it is crucial to recognize that the success
of the Class of 2024 was bolstered by a wide range of strategic

interventions, which includes but are not limited to:

. Tailored interventions focussing on subject streams including
languages,

. Extra academic support programmes during holidays, including the
camps,

. Specialised academic camps for Maths, Science, Commercial
subjects, Technical Mathematics, Technical Science and EGD

« Virtual learning programs and access to provincial study materials

. Professional development of teachers across all subjects

. The unwavering implementation of accountability sessions across
districts,

« The implementation of the NSNP programme that benefitted
219 951 secondary school learners from Q1 to Q3 schools,

. Consistent monitoring and support by districts and Head Office

officials, including subject advisers.

These interventions, aimed at closing the learning gaps which were
exacerbated by COVID-19, not only supported learners but are pivotal in
fostering a robust culture of teaching and learning. Even amidst this
celebration, we acknowledge areas requiring attention. Our gateway
subjects such as Mathematics and Physical Sciences, demand increased

focus to drive innovation and economic progress.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, | now present the performance of the Class
of 2024 (Presentation of Results)

My beloved class of 2024, as you embark on your future paths, know that
you are stepping into a rapidly evolving world shaped by technology and
complex global challenges. The rise of artificial intelligence,
biotechnology, and environmental concerns demand solutions that are not

only innovative but also deeply human.

While technology is crucial, it is your humanity - your empathy, ethics, and
purpose - that will distinguish you. In the words of the philosopher Teilhard
de Chardin, “We are not human beings having a spiritual experience.
We are spiritual beings having a human experience.” Let this

perspective guide you as you navigate the future.

In my humble view; you embody the ideals of former President Nelson
Mandela, who proclaimed, "Education is the most powerful weapon

you can use to change the world."

You are entering a world of dynamic possibilities and rapid
transformations, a world demanding not only intellect but also resilience
and creativity. Stand firm in your values and remember that true progress
lies in both personal growth and serving humanity. Never let temporary
success lead to complacency. Instead, draw strength from today’s

accomplishments and forge ahead.

As South Africans, you carry the collective dreams of a nation. In the spirit
of Ubuntu, | appeal to you to use your education not only to uplift
yourselves, but to build communities that reflect equity, compassion, and

progress.
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We are immensely proud of the Class of 2024 for their unwavering
commitment and dedication in approaching their examinations with the

highest levels of ethical conduct.

As | conclude, Honourable Premier, we reaffirm our commitment that
education in the Free State remains a societal endeavour, nurtured by
every hand that supports a child, every voice that inspires a dream, and
every resource invested into a learner's journey. This will ensure that as
we raise the bar, closing the gaps, supporting learners in all the grades,
no child is left behind.

Honourable Premier; | must say that none of this would have been
possible without the collective effort of many. Including the unwavering
support and astute leadership from your office. To our teachers,
principals, SGBs, teacher unions, you remain the architects of our
learners' success. To the parents who have sacrificed tirelessly, our
partners in the private sector, NGOs alike, and our education officials as
well as sister departments - thank you for turning challenges into

opportunities.

These results are indeed a clear reflection of our province's system
leaders' unwavering commitment to long-term strategies aimed at
improving educational outcomes. It is their vision, planning, and
consistent effort over the years that have laid the foundation for this
success. Through collaboration, dedication, and a focus on sustainable
improvements, they have driven the advancements we see today. This
achievement underscores the power of a strategic, forward-thinking
approach in building a stronger, more resilient education system for our

province.
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Let me take this opportunity to acknowledge the role played by our former
MECs in Education, particularly the late Comrade Tate Makgoe, may his
soul continue to rest in eternal peace, for the pioneering work he did, as
well as MEC Comrade Makalo Mohale for his contribution and ensuring

that the province maintained its performance.

Congratulations once again to the Matric Class of 2024. You have made
us proud beyond measure. Remember that this is not the end, but the
beginning of new opportunities and challenges for you. As a province, we

stand behind you, ready to support your journey toward greatness.

Ke yaleboha. Ke a leboga. | thank you.
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