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Honourable Speaker  

Honourable Deputy Speaker  

Our Premier, Hon Letsoha-Mathae  

Hon Members of the Legislature  

Members of the Executive Council (MEC)  

The Leadership of the ANC and the Alliance  

Members of the Media  

Ladies & gentlemen  

Dumelang, Good Afternoon, Gooei Middag  

This year marks the 70th Anniversary of the adoption of the 

Freedom Charter, a revolutionary document whose vision and 

aspirations have shaped the South African development path 

over the first three decades of freedom. At the center of this 

vision is the commitment to achieve the strategic objectives of 

the National Democratic Revolution, such as:  
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• Building a society based on the best human values – 

restoring the dignity and guaranteeing the freedoms 

and human rights to all the people and improving their 

quality of life;  

• Building a transformed, inclusive and thriving 

economy that offers opportunities and decent 

livelihoods to all people, including restoration of the 

birthright of all South Africans with regard to access 

to the land, finance, skills and other resources.  

During the presentation of the 2025 State of the Province 

Address, the Hon Premier clearly outlined the vision and the 

aspirations of the Freedom Charter as well as the strategic 

objectives of the National Democratic Revolution.  

It is for this reason that I rise in this esteemed House today with 

immense pride and unwavering conviction to fully endorse and 

support the 2025 State of the Province Address (SOPA) as 

delivered by our Premier, the Honourable Ms Letsoha-

Mathae.  
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Premier, your address was not just a reflection of governance, 

but a powerful affirmation of the resilience, progress, and 

unwavering determination of our people. It was a call to 

action - a renewed commitment to the values and promises 

that our liberation movement, the African National 

Congress (ANC), has upheld since its formation. It painted a 

vision of a province steadfast in overcoming its challenges, 

embracing opportunity, and advancing towards the full 

realization of economic freedom for all.  

Your leadership, Premier, is an embodiment of the principles 

enshrined in the Freedom Charter, the Reconstruction and 

Development Programme (RDP), and the National 

Development Plan (NDP). These foundational documents 

have guided us in our mission to uplift the poor, eradicate 

inequality, and forge a South Africa where every citizen, 

regardless of class, race, gender, or background, can thrive.  
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Your address aligns with the key priorities of the ANC, which 

remain pillars of our transformative agenda and a call to action 

by our movement:  

• Put South Africa to work: Our Jobs Plan  

• Build our industries to achieve an inclusive economy  

• Tackle the high cost of living  

• Invest in our people  

• Defend democracy and advance freedom  

• Build a better Africa and a better world  

 

Honourable Speaker, here we are reminded of the timeless 

words of Amilcar Cabral, who said:  

“Always remember that the people are not fighting for 

ideas…the people fight and accept the sacrifices 

demanded by the struggle in order to…live better and in 

peace, to benefit from progress, and for the better future of 

their children.”  
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Indeed, we are the generation that has been tasked with 

rebuilding our nation from the ashes of apartheid and 

colonial oppression. We carry the responsibility of 

reconciliation, social cohesion, and nation-building - the 

very foundation of a prosperous and democratic South Africa.  

Tackling Poverty and Hunger  

Honourable Speaker, through our social security policy 

intervention intended at cushioning the devastating negative 

impact of poverty and unemployment to our people, there are 

1.1 million people who benefit from this progressive policy in 

our province. Which is a clear demonstration of a caring 

democratic government, committed to ensuring that no citizen 

goes to bed hungry.  

We as a result welcome the Premier’s announcement that over 

3,200 subsistence farmers have benefited from 

government support programs, securing food for their 

families and contributing to household resilience.  



 

  7 

Furthermore, the 49 Community Nutrition and Development 

Centres (CNDCs) remain a vital lifeline for our most vulnerable 

communities, providing nutritious meals and developmental 

support to thousands in need.  

Honourable Premier, in assisting these farmers, you have 

upheld the revolutionary spirit of our movement and given 

life to Clause 4 of the Freedom Charter, which declares that 

“The Land Shall be Shared Among Those Who Work It.”  

Your leadership aligns with the Expropriation Bill recently 

signed into law by President Cyril Ramaphosa - an historic step 

towards dismantling dispossession and ensuring land is a right 

for the many, not a privilege for the few. 

My view is that your commitment extends beyond land reform; 

it embodies the ANC’s broader mission to dismantle systemic 

inequalities. The BELA Act, which you spoke of in your State 

of the Province Address, advances an inclusive, decolonized 

education system, while the NHI affirms our belief that 
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healthcare is a fundamental right, not a privilege. Under your 

leadership, these policies restore dignity, correct historical 

injustices, and bring to life the ANC’s vision of a South Africa 

where land, education, and healthcare serve all. 

To those who dismiss these interventions, let us be clear: this 

government knows the indignity of poverty. We have lived 

it. We have fought it. And we shall not be lectured by the 

beneficiaries of apartheid, who refuse to acknowledge the 

progress made under black leadership.  

Delivering Basic Services   

Honourable Speaker, despite the many challenges we face, 

guided by the vision and aspirations of the Freedom Charter, 

the ANC-led government continues to provide free basic 

services to the most vulnerable in our society.   
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From universal access to primary healthcare and life-

saving treatments, to the provision of fee-free quality 

education, we have built a robust safety net to ensure that no 

child is denied an education and no family is left without clean 

water, electricity, or sanitation due to financial hardship.  

Through Thusong Centres, government services are being 

brought directly to our communities in places such as 

QwaQwa, Jagersfontein, Botshabelo and Bothaville. Even 

the most skeptical observer must acknowledge that our 

government is not just talking about service delivery - we are 

bringing it to the people.  

Transforming Transport and Infrastructure  

Premier, your administration has allocated approximately 

R340 million to enhance transport development in our 

province, ensuring reliable public transport for over 22,000 

daily passengers in key rural municipalities such as 

Mangaung and Maluti-a-Phofung (MAP).  
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Your government is working tirelessly to expand these services 

across all districts, reaffirming our commitment to mobility, 

economic connectivity, and accessibility for all our people.  

Championing Educational Excellence - The Doors of 

Learning and Culture Shall be Opened!  

The Free State remains the best-performing province in 

education, consistently holding the number one position in the 

country. Our achievements are not accidental; they are the 

result of strategic leadership, effective governance, and an 

unyielding commitment to education as a tool for social and 

economic transformation.  

Our nutrition programme feeds 83% of learners across the 

province, ensuring that no child has to learn on an empty 

stomach.  

Our hostel programme accommodates 7,191 learners from 

rural and farming communities, easing the burden on 

disadvantaged families.  
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 We continue to expand Early Childhood Development 

(ECD) funding, laying the foundation for a brighter future for 

our young children.  

These are not just policies; they are lifelines for the future of our 

nation. Inspired by the Freedom Charter, we remain 

steadfast in our belief that education is the most powerful 

weapon in dismantling the structures of inequality and 

oppression.  

Job Creation and Economic Growth - There Shall be Work 

and Security!  

The Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) remains a 

vital source of employment, with 19,792 jobs created under 

Phase 5. The provincial government is actively engaging with 

Sector Education and Training Authorities (SETAs) to 

bridge the gap between education and industry, ensuring that 

young people are equipped with the skills needed for the 

modern economy.  
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The Free State’s strategic location presents an economic 

advantage, making it the natural choice for a freight and 

logistics hub. By leveraging our proximity to six provinces and 

the Kingdom of Lesotho, we are laying the groundwork for 

industrial expansion, job creation, and sustained economic 

growth.  

Conclusion: A Government that Delivers  

Honourable Speaker, our province, under the leadership of 

the ANC-led government, has made undeniable strides in 

uplifting the lives of millions. Through education, healthcare, 

housing, and access to basic services, we have fostered 

socio-economic mobility and empowered our citizens to break 

free from the chains of poverty.  

We do not govern from a place of lamentation - we govern with 

action, with purpose, and with a commitment to delivering 

tangible results.  
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Our focus remains firmly on building a stronger, fairer, and 

more inclusive society, where opportunity is not a privilege for 

the few but a right for all.  

Honourable Premier, your leadership is a beacon of hope, 

your vision a testament to the enduring strength of our people, 

and your commitment a promise that the dreams of our 

forebears shall never be in vain.  

Indeed, the People shall Govern!!!  

May God bless our beautiful province! 

Thank you!  

  

 


