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FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION EREESTATE FRONVINCE

Keynote Address by the Honourable MEC for Education, Dr
Mantlhake Julia Maboya, on the occasion of the Harmony
Gold Mining Company Back-To-School Campaign: School
Shoes and Backpacks Donation: 06 March 2025

[Protocol Observance]

Program Director,

Honourable Executive Mayor, Me Veronica Ntakumbana,
Director of Lejweleputswa Education District, Me Zonke,
Principal of JC Motsumi Secondary School,

Members of the SGB present,

Esteemed guests,

Educators, Parents, and most importantly, our future
leaders — the learners of JC Motumi Secondary School,

Ladies and gentlemen.

Programme Director

Today we gather in the spirit of hope, progress and unity. For the
third time this year, we celebrate yet another transformative
initiative that restores dignity and fuels ambition among our

learners.

For us as a department, this is not a small feat; it represents a
firm declaration that no child will be left behind, that no
dream will go unnoticed, and that no ambition will be

abandoned due to circumstances beyond one's control.
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In its very essence, education serves as a key that unlocks doors
to limitless opportunities, a force that empowers individuals
and reshapes societies. We have to appreciate that education
IS more than just acquiring knowledge - it is the bedrock upon

which nations rise and economies thrive.

With every lesson learned, every book read, and every challenge
overcome, we pave the way for a brighter future. The great
philosopher Aristotle once said, “The roots of education are
bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” His words remind us that the
journey of learning may be difficult, but its rewards are

Immeasurable.

Many of you know this struggle firsthand - the long walks to
school under the scorching sun or pouring rain, the exhaustion
of juggling responsibilities, and the frustration of limited
resources. The path to education is rarely easy, yet it is in these

very hardships that resilience is forged.

Every obstacle you overcome strengthens your determination,
every difficulty you endure shapes your character. These
moments of struggle are not roadblocks but stepping stones,

preparing you for the greatness that lies ahead.

So, when the weight of adversity presses down on you,
remember this: you are not just learners, you are future

leaders, innovators, and changemakers.
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The knowledge you gain today will become the power you wield
tomorrow. Keep pushing forward, keep believing in your
potential, and never lose sight of the incredible future that
education is carving out for you. The world is waiting for your

brilliance - rise to the challenge and claim your destiny.

Programme Director, | wish to take this opportunity to extend
our deepest gratitude to Harmony Gold Mining Company
Limited, whose untiring commitment to education continues to

touch the lives of many.

Earlier this year, Harmony Gold donated 35 laptops to our
province’s top-performing matriculants of 2024, ensuring that
they step into higher learning institutions with confidence and
access to the digital world or about technology only; it is about
empowerment, about giving young minds the wings to soar

beyond their immediate environment.

Beyond laptops, Harmony Gold continues to invest in our
Mathematics and Science Learner Support programs,
Science laboratory upgrades, and matric camps. Each of
these interventions is a step forward in preparing our learners for

the highly competitive world ahead.

Today, they take it a step further by ensuring that even the most
fundamental aspect of a learner’s journey — the ability to walk to
school in comfort — is not overlooked.
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To walk without shoes is to walk with unnecessary burdens. It is
to start a day already disadvantaged, to endure discomfort that

no child should experience.

To the 1,000 learners receiving school shoes today, this is
more than a gift — it is a restoration of dignity. It is a statement
that you matter, that your education matters, and that you

deserve to pursue knowledge without unnecessary hardships.

Imagine a young eagle, struggling to take flight because its wings
are weighed down. That eagle has the potential to soar into the
sky, yet without assistance, it remains grounded. Harmony Gold
is lifting those weights off your wings. These shoes are not just
footwear; they are symbols of your right to walk your educational
journey with pride. They are the foundation of many miles you

will walk towards a brighter future.

To my young learners, take pride in this moment. Walk to
school with confidence, knowing that you are seen, you are
valued, and you are supported. Let these shoes remind you
that your circumstances today do not define your tomorrow. You
stand at the starting line of a marathon — a race that is not about

speed, but about endurance and determination.

Embrace each step of your journey, for every small victory and
every challenge overcome will contribute to the person you
are becoming.
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In moments of doubt or struggle, remember that progress is
often slow but steady, and it is the persistence in your
efforts that will lead you to success. Your path may not
always be smooth, but each step forward, no matter how small,

IS a step toward your dreams.

Trust in the process, for every lesson learned, every setback
faced, is building the resilience you need to thrive in the future.

As you walk to school, know that you are part of a greater story
- a story that stretches far beyond your classroom and beyond

today’s struggles.

You are shaping the future with every word you write, every
problem you solve, and every challenge you rise to meet. Your
education is your gift to the world, and the knowledge you gain
today will be the foundation upon which tomorrow’s success is
built.

Stand tall, young learners, for you are not just walking
towards a school building, but towards the bright future you

are destined to create.

Nelson Mandela, our beloved father of the nation, once said,
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use
to change the world.” | urge you to wield this weapon with

conviction.
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Study hard, remain disciplined, and take every opportunity that
comes your way. The road may seem long, but every step you

take is a step closer to your dreams.

To our educators, parents, and corporate partners, let us
continue to walk this journey together. Every act of support, no
matter how small, contributes to shaping a generation that will

carry the torch of progress.

The investment we make in these young minds today will yield a
future  filled with doctors, engineers, scientists,
entrepreneurs, and leaders who will one day stand here, giving

back just as they have received.

The investment we make in these young minds today is not just
an investment in their individual futures; it is an investment in
the future of our world. Each lesson learned, every skill
developed, and every challenge overcome adds to the

foundation of a brighter tomorrow.

We are not merely shaping learners; we are cultivating future
doctors who will heal the sick, engineers who will build
bridges and infrastructures, scientists who will uncover the
mysteries of the universe, entrepreneurs who will innovate
industries, and leaders who will guide nations toward
progress and unity. The potential within these young hearts
and minds is limitless, and their impact will echo across

generations.
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As we sow the seeds of education, we are nurturing a cycle of
growth and giving that will ripple outward. One day, these same
young individuals, who are now learning and growing, will stand

tall in the very positions they aspire to today.

They will become the mentors, the visionaries, and the
change-makers who will give back to their communities with
the wisdom and experiences they have gained. The
investment we make today will not only shape their destinies but
will ultimately transform the world in ways we can only
begin to imagine. The future is bright, and these young minds

are the ones who will light the way.

As we celebrate this initiative today, let us recognize that this is
not the end but rather a beginning. To our learners, wear your
shoes with pride, walk your journey with determination, and
never let circumstances define your destiny. You are not left
behind; you are being propelled forward. And remember, when
the road feels long, when the challenges seem insurmountable,

whisper to yourself: “f am destined for greatness.”

Thank you, and may this be the first of many steps toward a

future filled with promise and success!
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