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Programme Director,

The Executive Mayor (if present),

The Ward Councillor,

Representatives from the South African Police Service (SAPS),
Representatives from Teacher Unions,

Our valued partners from the Provincial School Governing Body
(SGB) Council,

The Provincial Principals’ Council,

School Governing Bodies of schools present,

Members of the Senior Management Service (SMS) and
District Officials,

Principals, Teachers, Learners, and Members of the

Community,Good Morning. Dumelang.

It is both an honour and a responsibility to stand before you today
on this significant occasion - the launch of our School Safety
Campaign under the theme “Accelerating Youth Involvement

in Curbing Social llls.”
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This campaign is more than an event for us; it is a collective call
to action and a moment of reckoning with a hard reality: our
schools are not always the safe spaces they ought to be. For
too many of our children, walking into a classroom comes with

anxiety, not assurance, with fear, not freedom.

Programme Director, when we speak of school safety, we are
not simply talking about fences, gates, or cameras. We are
talking about dignity. About peace of mind. About the right of
every child to learn without fear and the right of every teacher to

educate without threat.

Section 28 of our Constitution enshrines the right of every child
to be protected from maltreatment, neglect, abuse, or
degradation. The South African Schools Act (Act 84 of 1996)
further demands that our schools be sanctuaries - spaces free of

violence, drugs, and discrimination.

Yet, the reality on the ground often tells a painful story. According
to the 2023 National School Safety Report, more than 27% of
learners across the country reported experiences of bullying. In
the Free State alone, we recorded a 12% increase in incidents
of learner-on-learner violence. Over 150 cases of substance
abuse were reported in our schools last year. These are not just
numbers. They represent real pain, real children, and a real
erosion of the learning environment.
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It is imperative that we confront this crisis head-on - not with fear,
but with united resolve. The responsibility to create safe schools
does not lie with principals or government alone. It lies with all of
us - educators, learners, parents, law enforcement, and the
broader community. This is why today’s launch is so important.
It affirms that safety is not just an institutional concern; it is a

societal responsibility.

The theme “Accelerating Youth Involvement in Curbing
Social llls” reminds us that young people are not just victims in
this battle - they must be active participants in the solution. Our
learners must be empowered, engaged, and equipped to be
ambassadors of safety. We must involve them meaningfully in
safety committees, peer-led dialogues, and community
mobilisation initiatives. When learners take ownership of their

environment, transformation becomes sustainable.

Programme Director, our communities are struggling with
deep-rooted social ills: substance abuse, gangsterism, domestic
violence, poverty, and crime. These forces do not stop at the
school gate - they walk in with our learners each morning. A child
who fears being harassed on the way to school, who watches
domestic violence at home, or who is recruited by gangs during
lunch break, cannot be expected to focus on algebra or essay
writing. Similarly, a teacher who worries about retaliation for

enforcing discipline cannot teach with passion or peace of mind.
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This is why our approach must be integrated and people-
centred. Government has developed strong policies like the
National School Safety Framework and the Integrated School
Health Programme. These offer important tools, but their
success depends on full implementation and active community

participation.

We must strengthen functional school safety committees. We
must build stronger relationships between schools and local
SAPS. We must make anonymous reporting systems accessible
and effective. And yes, we must ensure school infrastructure -
lighting, fencing, and access control - is conducive to security

and dignity.

Another growing concern is the increasing presence of drugs like
nyaope, dagga, and crystal meth within our schools. These
substances destroy focus, shatter discipline, and fuel the very

violence we are trying to eliminate.

We must scale up prevention campaigns, provide rehabilitation
pathways for affected learners, and deal decisively with external
criminal elements targeting our youth.But perhaps most
importantly, we must stand with our educators. Teachers need
more than training - they need to know that the system backs
them. That their authority will be protected. That their classrooms
will not become battlegrounds. And that when they report a
safety concern, action will be taken.
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Programme Director, allow me to share a sobering image: a
young girl walks to school with her heart pounding - not because
of an upcoming test, but because she fears the boys who loiter
at the gate. A Grade 10 learner skips class because the
bathrooms have become a zone of danger. A passionate teacher
hesitates to correct a disruptive learner because they fear gang-
related retaliation. These are not anecdotes - they are the daily

experiences in too many of our schools. And they must end.

Let us be clear: a child who feels safe will thrive. A teacher who
feels secure will excel. A community that protects its schools will
flourish. Safety, dignity, and learning are intertwined - one cannot

exist without the other.

As we launch this campaign, | urge every learner to raise their
voice, not only when they are harmed but also when they witness
harm. | call on every parent to support their child’s learning
journey by ensuring safety begins at home. | ask every
community member to treat the school as sacred ground - a zone

where our future is being shaped.

And | implore every official, every partner, to treat this not as a
launch, but as a beginning - the start of a relentless campaign
for safe, peaceful, and empowering learning spaces. Let this day

mark a turning point.
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Let us create a Free State where no learner walks in fear, no
teacher teaches in dread, and no community accepts silence as

an answer. Together, we can and must reclaim our schools as

spaces of hope.

Ke a leboha. Thank you
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