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Honourable Speaker   

Honourable Deputy Speaker 

Honourable Premier of the Free State Province 

Honourable Members of the Free State Provincial Legislature 

Honourable Members of the Executive Council 

Executive Mayors, Speakers, Councillors 

House of Traditional Leaders 

The Director-General and Heads of Departments and all Senior Managers 

from all spheres of Government 

Non-Profit Making Organizations and the broader civil society 

Leaders from the African National Congress and other Political parties 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Honourable Speaker, I rise today with pride and revolutionary conviction 

to offer unwavering support for Budget Vote 10 as presented by 

Honourable MEC Mbalula for the Department of Community Safety, 

Roads and Transport. This is not merely a financial plan; it is a profound 

political statement - a bold affirmation of the African National Congress’s 

enduring vision: a South Africa that is united, democratic, inclusive, and 

rooted in justice. 

This budget is more than figures on a page - it is an instrument of 

transformation, a vehicle for dignity, and a declaration that no South 

African will be left behind. The ANC, since its founding, has anchored its 

programme on the pillars of people-first governance, economic redress, 

and spatial equity.  



 

 

Honourable Speaker, what we are witnessing through this budget is the 

tangible realisation of the resolutions of the 55th National Conference, the 

implementation of the Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan, and 

alignment with both the National Development Plan and the District 

Development Model. It is a seamless fit with the 7th Administration’s 

priorities: job creation, poverty eradication, infrastructure delivery, 

and building a capable, ethical developmental state. 

Honourable Speaker, allow me to briefly reflect on the Township 

Revitalisation Programme. This is not simply about the rehabilitation of 

physical infrastructure - it is about the rehabilitation of dignity in spaces 

long wounded by apartheid’s spatial planning. It is redress in motion - led 

by a movement that understands that justice must be visible, local, and 

immediate. Since 2018, the ANC-led government has invested more than 

R67.5 billion of the allocated R77 billion in local government 

infrastructure. This has provided clean water to over 272,000 poor 

households, sanitation to 238,000 families, and upgraded close to 5,000 

kilometres of roads in communities previously forgotten by the state. 

We note that in the 2023/24 financial year alone, R17.6 billion was 

disbursed through the Municipal Infrastructure Grant to drive accelerated 

service delivery - particularly in township areas. This is not only concrete 

on the ground, Honourable Speaker, it is the Constitution in motion, 

section by section, right by right. 

Further, this Programme is meaningfully complemented by the Expanded 

Public Works Programme (EPWP), which has already created over 14 

million work opportunities for unemployed South Africans - especially 

youth and women.  



 

 

Its current phase targets an additional 5 million work opportunities by 

2029; many directly tied to infrastructure in our townships. This is not just 

about employment - it is about economic participation, social inclusion, 

and community pride. 

In tandem with the upgrading of over 180,000 informal settlement sites, 

the state is turning broken spaces into functioning neighbourhoods. This 

is development that listens, development that includes, and development 

that uplifts. The ANC’s 2019 Manifesto was clear: townships must be 

revitalised through infrastructure, procurement, and enterprise support. 

Today, that vision is not a promise; it is policy in motion. Townships are 

no longer dormant peripheries - they are becoming hubs of opportunity, 

innovation, and productivity. 

We see this in the R1.17 billion investment in strategic road 

infrastructure - from Kroonstad to Virginia, from Lindley to Petrus 

Steyn, and in QwaQwa. These are not just roads - they are arteries of 

inclusion. Every kilometre paved is a step toward justice for rural 

communities that were long disconnected from the economy. 

Honourable Speaker, the award-winning Pothole Eradication 

Programme, developed in partnership with the Central University of 

Technology, is a leading model of state-led innovation. With GIS-based 

monitoring, real-time oversight, and youth employment, it transforms what 

would have been routine maintenance into a platform for skills 

development, research excellence, and dignity restoration. We must also 

applaud the R201 million allocation for the Welisizwe Rural Bridges 

Programme, implemented in partnership with the SANDF.  



 

 

These bridges are not just connectors of terrain - they are connectors of 

lives, of opportunity, and of safety. This is what it means when we say the 

state must work as one. 

Honourable Speaker, safety is the cornerstone of dignity. This budget 

does not treat safety as a policing statistic, but as a lived human right. The 

Department’s work in advancing the Integrated Crime and Violence 

Prevention Strategy is commendable - not in theory, but in impact. In the 

third quarter of 2024/25, crimes detected through police action rose 

by 34.9% - this is a sign of strategic, intelligence-led policing that is 

rebuilding trust and visibility. 

Under MEC Mbalula’s leadership, the Free State has welcomed 283 new 

student constables, with a further 183 currently undergoing training. 

These officers are not just new boots on the ground - they are 

ambassadors of safety and symbols of hope in our communities. 

Honourable Speaker, when it comes to Gender-Based Violence and 

Femicide, the Department’s response has been comprehensive and 

courageous. With over 158 public awareness campaigns, and Victim-

Friendly Rooms upgraded at all 111 police stations, survivors are no 

longer silenced - they are supported. High-profile convictions, including 

serial rapists in Heidedal and Senekal, and the life sentence handed to 

a grandfather in Bethulie, remind us that justice is not abstract - it is 

possible. 

Through deliberate employment targets - including the creation of 3,500 

work opportunities, with 2,100 for women and a specific focus on 

persons with disabilities - this Department is placing those historically 

marginalised at the centre of development.  



 

 

This is what transformative governance looks like. We are truly impressed 

with the R356 million allocated through the Public Transport 

Operations Grant, together with reforms like Operation Zivese, all of 

which ensures safe, legal, and integrated mobility - particularly in rural 

areas. 

This is the ANC giving effect to its commitment to empower the taxi 

industry, formalise operations, and protect commuters. It is also a practical 

step toward realising the Freedom Charter’s vision: that the people shall 

share in the country's wealth, and that wealth includes safe, affordable 

transport. 

Honourable Speaker, as President Nelson Mandela reminded us, 

“Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great - you can be that great 

generation.” This budget shows that we are that generation. We do not 

retreat from our historic mission - we advance it. Not out of convenience, 

but from conviction. We understand that our task is not to inherit the 

unfinished business of justice and development, but to complete it. 

We commend MEC Mbalula for his visionary leadership. The transfer of 

670 kilometres of road to SANRAL is not an abdication - it is a bold act 

of collaborative governance, unlocking national capacity to elevate 

provincial potential. This is smart governance. Strategic governance. ANC 

governance. This budget does not just patch potholes - it patches the past. 

It does not only maintain roads - it maintains trust. It does not merely fund 

safety - it funds freedom. It is not built for balance sheets; it is built for 

people. 



 

 

As Oliver Reginald Tambo declared, “The fight for freedom must go on 

until it is won.” This budget is not rest. It is responsibility. It is the ANC at 

work - and the people’s will in motion. 

I therefore urge this House to rally behind Budget Vote 10. Let the Free 

State rise. Let development roll. Let the ANC lead - and let history record 

that in this moment, we chose progress over posture, action over apathy, 

and transformation over timidity. 

I thank you 

 

 

 

 
 


