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Programme Director, Let me take this opportunity to acknowledge:  

The Head of Department, Adv T Malakoane, 

Acting DDGs for Curriculum and Corporate Services: Ntate 

Montso and Ntate Tladi, 

Colleagues from the Free State Department of Education, 

Respected principals and members of School Management 

Teams, 

Our dedicated teachers and curriculum specialists, 

Members of School Governing Bodies present, 

Esteemed partners in the skills and training sector, 

Committed parents and caregivers, 

And most importantly - our brilliant, bold, and future-ready 

learners, 

 

It is a profound honour for me to stand before you today at this 

historic and transformative occasion - the official launch of the 

Free State Department of Education’s Multi-Certification 

Programme. This moment is far more than the unveiling of a 

new educational initiative; it is a bold declaration of intent. A 

declaration that says our learners will no longer be confined by 

the rigid boundaries of traditional education, nor defined solely 

by a single examination at the end of twelve years of schooling.  
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It is a firm stand against a one-size-fits-all approach to learning 

and success. We are asserting that the time has come for our 

education system to reflect the diversity of our learners’ 

aspirations, talents, and potential.  
 

Today, we reaffirm our collective belief that young people must 

be equipped not just to pass, but to thrive - not just to finish 

school, but to step confidently into the world with the tools to 

shape it. 

 

Programme Director, the Multi-Certification Programme is a 

groundbreaking innovation that allows learners to exit Grade 12 

with more than just a National Senior Certificate. Alongside their 

matric results, learners enrolled in this programme will also earn 

nationally recognised NQF Level 4 qualification with 40 

credits, accredited and aligned to the South African 

Qualifications Authority (SAQA).  

As we launch this programme today, we do so with data-driven 

confidence in its potential to transform the trajectory of our youth. 

This pilot phase targets (18) eighteen schools across the Free 

State - including schools such as Thakameso Secondary, HTS 

Sasolburg, Thuto Ke Lesedi Secondary School, Makabelane, 

Kagisho, Lenyora la Thuto; to mention a few - collectively 

enrolling an initial cohort of 45 learners.  
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These learners, supported by over six dedicated educators 

and school managers, are pioneering a model that will see 

them exit the schooling system not only with a National Senior 

Certificate, but also with an NQF Level 4 qualification carrying 40 

credits.  

This dual certification positions them more competitively in both 

the labour market and post-school training institutions. The 

Department aims to use the results of this pilot to inform a wider 

provincial rollout, ensuring that in the near future, every 

qualifying learner in the Free State has access to multiple 

pathways to success. 

These additional certificates focus on practical, industry-relevant 

learning - such as entrepreneurship, digital literacy, vocational 

and technical skills - which enhances a learner’s employability, 

entrepreneurial capacity, and access to post-school education 

and training.   

 

Designed to integrate seamlessly into the school timetable and 

supported by accredited training providers, the programme 

empowers learners with both academic knowledge and 

tangible skills, allowing them to leave school with a 

multidimensional profile that can unlock opportunities in further 

education, employment, and enterprise. In short, this is 

education that opens doors - doors to possibility, self-sufficiency, 

and dignity. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, we are declaring that every young 

person deserves the right not only to learn but to earn, not 

only to pass exams but to participate fully in the economy 

of this nation. And that starts right here, right now, in this bold 

re-imagining of what schooling can offer. 

 

The Multi-Certification Programme is indeed a game-changer. 

Through this initiative, our Grade 12 learners will no longer leave 

school with a single path ahead of them. Instead, they will walk 

into the world with multiple doors open, equipped for higher 

learning, entrepreneurial endeavours, or immediate employment 

with credentials that matter in real-world terms. 

 

Programme Director, this programme is deeply aligned with the 

imperatives of the National Development Plan (NDP) 2030, 

which recognises that if we are to break the cycle of poverty, 

youth unemployment, and inequality, we must transform 

education from being merely theoretical to being practical, 

empowering, and relevant to the 21st century economy. 

 

I would like us to take a moment to reflect honestly on the world 

our learners are walking into. South Africa faces a youth 

unemployment crisis of immense proportions. According to 

Stats SA's Quarterly Labour Force Survey (Q1 2025), 63.9% 

of youth aged 15 - 24 are not in employment, education or 

training (NEET). This is not a statistic - it is a national 

emergency.  
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It is the shattered dream of a young person who passes matric 

but finds no opportunity beyond it. It is the frustration of a bright 

learner who cannot afford university and lacks work experience. 

And it is our collective responsibility to act. 

 

The Multi-Certification Programme, therefore, responds 

directly and decisively to that crisis. It offers an additional 

qualification - in fields such as entrepreneurship, ICT, 

technical and vocational skills - that gives learners the 

confidence, tools, and recognised credentials to participate 

in the real economy.  

 

Whether one proceeds to a TVET college, applies for NSFAS 

funding to enter university, or chooses to start a small business, 

this programme ensures that every learner leaves school with 

more than a single option. 

 

We are building what scholars and education visionaries have 

long called for: a diversified education system that is 

inclusive, future-oriented, and responsive to the skills 

mismatch that so often leaves our young people behind. As 

Prof. Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize-winning economist, once 

remarked, “The test of a country's education system is 

whether it prepares its citizens for the jobs that exist - and 

those that do not yet exist.” This programme passes that test. 

It does not wait for the future to arrive; it prepares our learners to 

meet it head-on. 
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To our school principals and SMTs - your leadership is 

indispensable. You are the bridge between policy and practice. 

The way you embrace this programme and support its 

integration into school timetables, learning cultures, and 

assessment schedules will determine its success. You are no 

longer just leading institutions of learning - you are now 

incubators of innovation, of livelihoods, and of long-term 

empowerment. 

 

To our partners in the skills development ecosystem - from 

SETAs to training providers, from private sector collaborators to 

SACE-aligned assessors - we thank you. You are not just ticking 

compliance boxes; you are helping us redefine the identity of 

the South African learner. Your commitment ensures that what 

our learners gain is both accredited and respected - nationally 

and globally. To our parents and caregivers, you are often the 

unsung heroes of any learner’s journey. Behind every completed 

assignment and every study session, there is a parent or 

grandparent encouraging and nurturing a dream.  

 

I ask you to walk with us in this new chapter. Encourage your 

children not only to pass matric but to complete the full multi-

certification journey. Let them understand that they are building 

a portfolio of skills that will carry them far beyond the school 

gates. 

 



 
 
7 | P a g e  

 

 

And finally, to our learners - you are the heartbeat of this 

initiative. You are the pioneers, the trailblazers, the first of your 

generation to benefit from this groundbreaking programme. 

Understand this: you are no longer simply matriculants - you 

are multi-certified, multi-skilled, and multi-capable young 

professionals in the making.  

 

With your commitment, this programme can shift not just your 

own destiny but the destiny of entire communities. Let me share 

a scenario. A Grade 12 learner from a small rural school in 

QwaQwa, who might have had few options after matric, now 

completes this programme with a nationally recognised ICT 

qualification.  

 

With his or her certificate in hand, she secures an internship at a 

local municipality’s digital services unit. From there, she pursues 

a higher certificate at a TVET college, becomes a digital 

entrepreneur, and eventually opens a small agency offering 

coding and web design services. That is the power of this 

programme. It is intended to change lives, families, and 

economies. 

 

This initiative is also aligned with global best practice. 

Countries like Germany, Finland, and Singapore have built their 

education models around the integration of academic learning 

with vocational training and entrepreneurship.   
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South Africa must do the same - and the Free State is proud to 

lead the way. We are no longer in an era where a single 

certificate can define or confine a learner’s destiny. We are in an 

era of lifelong learning, portfolio careers, and rapid industry 

shifts.  

 

The Free State Multi-Certification Programme is our province’s 

response to this reality. It is not an experiment; it is a necessity. 

It is not a luxury; it is a fundamental shift in how we define 

educational success. 

 

Let me close by echoing the words of the great educational 

philosopher John Dewey, who once said, “If we teach today’s 

learners as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of 

tomorrow.”  

 

Today, we stand firmly on the side of tomorrow. We embrace 

innovation, diversification, and relevance. We declare that our 

learners will no longer be left behind - they will be propelled 

forward, equipped, recognised, and empowered. 

 

This is just the beginning. The Multi-Certification Programme will 

grow. It will evolve. It will reach every town, every school, and 

every learner - because we owe it to our youth to build an 

education system that speaks to their realities, honours their 

potential, and delivers on the promise of freedom through 

knowledge. 
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Let us walk this path together - government, educators, families, 

industry, and learners - united in our commitment to reimagining 

the role of education in our society. Let us ensure that every 

school in the Free State is no longer just a centre of learning, but 

a launchpad for sustainable, dignified livelihoods, where 

young people are equipped not only with knowledge, but with the 

skills, confidence, and credentials to build their own futures.  

 

This moment represents more than a policy milestone; it is a call 

to action, a pledge to the youth of this province that their dreams 

will be matched with real opportunities. 

 

Congratulations to all those who have worked tirelessly to bring 

this vision to life - from school leaders to district officials, 

curriculum experts to training partners. May this mark the dawn 

of a new era in South African education - one that is inclusive, 

practical, and transformative.  

 

On this note, I take this opportunity and privilege to declare the 

Free State Department of Education’s Multi-Certification 

Programme officially launched. Let the future begin today. 

 

I thank you 


