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Good morning 
 

Programme Director today marks a significant moment in the 

life of this province and in the individual journeys of each learner 

seated in this room. We are not simply launching an academic 

support initiative; we are launching a gateway to the future.  

 

The Grade 12 Winter School Camp, hosted in partnership with 

the Central University of Technology, Welkom Campus, is more 

than a 10-day programme. It is a powerful statement that 

education - when backed by vision, partnerships, and care - can 

shift trajectories, rebuild dreams, and transform entire 

communities. 



 

 

This programme is deeply rooted in the very values that define 

us as a department: equity, excellence, empowerment, and 

access. It speaks to our collective commitment to closing the 

achievement gap, raising learner performance, and creating 

pathways into post-school opportunities - particularly in the 

critical disciplines of Mathematics, Physical Sciences, Life 

Sciences, and Geography.  

 

These are not just subjects on a timetable; they are keys that 

unlock the doors to medicine, engineering, research, climate 

science, and innovation. 

 

As we intensify efforts to improve learner outcomes, we must 

confront a hard truth: there are still schools and communities in 

our province where potential is stifled not by ability, but by lack 

of opportunity. Many of the learners here today come from towns 

like Bultfontein, Bothaville, and Winburg - places often far from 

major institutions and resources.  

 

For some, this is their first time inside a university. For others, it 

is their first time sleeping in a room alone, their first time walking 

through a campus, or seeing a science lab of this scale. These 

are not trivial experiences. These are formative moments that 

say to a child: you belong here, you are seen, and you are 

capable.  One cannot overstate the symbolic power of this 

environment.  



 

 

To sit in a lecture hall, to be taught by university tutors, to walk 

the corridors of an institution of higher learning - this exposure 

does something profound to a young mind. It dissolves fear. It 

demystifies the future. It makes the idea of university no longer 

an unreachable dream, but a living, breathing reality.  

 

This is what Paulo Freire meant when he said, “Education does 

not change the world. Education changes people. People 

change the world.” Through this camp, we are not just 

educating learners - we are changing how they see themselves 

and their place in society. 

 

I must commend the tireless leadership of Ms Dimakatso 

Ramosedi, whose persistence and passion have made today 

possible. For years, she and her team have envisioned a 

formalised partnership between secondary education and higher 

learning. Today, that vision is no longer a conversation; it is a 

commitment.  

 

We are deeply grateful to Dr Joe Molete and the entire Central 

University of Technology (CUT) Welkom Campus team for their 

unwavering belief in the transformative power of public 

education.  

 

By opening the university’s doors to our learners -many of whom 

are stepping onto a university campus for the first time - you have 

not only created access, but restored hope.  



 

 

This collaboration is a powerful affirmation of the role that higher 

education institutions must play in shaping the pipeline of future 

scholars, innovators, and professionals, starting at the 

foundational level. 

 

This initiative is a shining example of what it truly means for a 

university to plough back into its community - to lift as it climbs, 

to serve as a bridge between aspiration and opportunity, and to 

nurture brilliance in places that are too often overlooked. CUT’s 

generosity is not just in space and resources, but in spirit. It 

signals a deep and abiding commitment to shared progress, 

where the success of one learner becomes a victory for us all. 

 

This Winter Camp is not an isolated intervention. It forms part of 

a larger, strategic movement by the Free State Department of 

Education to disrupt educational inequality through innovation, 

partnerships, and learner-centred programming.  

 
We are not simply interested in raising pass rates; we are 

invested in building resilient, competent, and future-ready young 

South Africans. The decision to provide learners not only with 

academic reinforcement but also career guidance and university 

application support - including assistance with NSFAS - is a 

powerful affirmation of this holistic approach. Our intention is 

clear: we want every learner to walk away from this camp not 

just with improved content knowledge, but with a renewed sense 

of direction.  



 

 

We want them to see that success is not for the privileged few - 

it is for the committed, the curious, and the courageous. We want 

them to leave Welkom with the determination to return - not as 

visitors, but as enrolled students, as graduates, and eventually 

as leaders. 

 

Indeed, the Department is actively exploring ways to scale this 

model across the province. We believe that learners should not 

be forced to leave their towns in search of opportunity; they 

should find opportunity where they are. This is how we rebuild 

trust in our local institutions and reposition education as the 

beating heart of community development. 

 

To our learners, I want to speak directly to you now. This is your 

time. You have been given an opportunity that many dream of. 

Make it count. Attend every session with intention. Ask 

questions. Take notes. Reflect deeply. Set goals. Believe in 

yourself even when it’s difficult. Remember, every great journey 

begins with a single brave step. By being here, you have already 

taken that step. 

 

The road ahead will not always be easy. There will be late nights, 

difficult equations, and moments of self-doubt. But let those 

challenges refine you, not define you. Let this camp remind you 

that education is not just a means to a certificate - it is a tool to 

shape your future, to lift your family, to change your community, 

and to contribute meaningfully to our country. 



 

 

 

In closing, allow me to echo the words of Nelson Mandela, who 

so wisely said: “Education is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world.” Today, we sharpen 

that weapon. We put it in the hands of determined young people. 

And we dare to believe in the better future they will build with it. 

 

Let us go forward from this launch with renewed purpose. Let us 

nurture the seeds planted here, not just for ten days - but for the 

years and generations to come. 

 

I thank you. 


