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FREE STATE PROVINCE

Speech by Dr MJ Maboya (MEC for Education), On behalf of
Premier MaQueen Joyce Letsoha-Mathae, on the occasion of
the Launch of Technologies and Innovations for People with
Disabilities | Boet Troskie Hall, CUT, Bloemfontein | 4
August 2025

Programme Director;
Esteemed educators;
Innovators; disability rights champions;

Representative of Honourable Deputy Minister
Nomalungelo Gina;

Distinguished guests; and
Fellow citizens of South Africa, Free State in particular.

| bring the warm greetings of Honourable Premier MaQueen
Letsoha-Mathae, whose unwavering belief in the power of
inclusive innovation drives this Department’'s engagement with
today’s event. The Premier salutes the partnership between the
Department of Science, Technology & Innovation, the
Technology Innovation Agency, CUT, and the Product
Development Technology Station for bringing these vital
assistive technologies to life. Our gathering in early August
carries special resonance: we are still in the midst of Women’s
Month, launched across the country on 1 August 2025 by the
Department of Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities, to

elevate the voices of women in leadership and innovation.
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It also follows Mandela Month, where on 18 July we renewed
our collective pledge to democratic participation and social

justice - core values that underpin this gathering.

Today exemplifies the very ethos of the constitutional democracy
we serve: innovation that uplifts the marginalised, design that
centres purpose, and action that destroys silence. Recognising
both Women’s Month and Mandela Month reminds us that
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world” - a maxim Mandela expressed when reflecting

on equality of access and the importance of inclusive systems.

Let us also recall his timeless wisdom that ‘it is not a question of
patronising philanthropy towards disabled people... It is for us to
adapt our understanding of a common humanity... recognizing
the presence of disability in our midst as an enrichment of our
diversity.” This underlines why assistive technologies must be

integral to transformation efforts - not supplemental gestures.

To our innovators and researchers here at CUT and beyond:
your devices - whether video interpreting services,
sign-language apps, audio-description systems, or wearable
interfaces - are not mere prototypes. They are practical tools
advancing dignity, agency, mobility, communication, and

independence for people living with disabilities.
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Many of these were incubated through government instruments
such as the Grassroots Innovation Programme and the
Technology Acquisition and Deployment Fund, now entering

crucial deployment phases.

The Premier’'s 7th Administration continues to prioritise service
delivery, ethical governance, and localised economic opportunity
in the Free State. Just recently, final budgets were confirmed to
support disability services, while collaborations with academics
and civic groups aim to reduce barriers in rural schools and
public services. These technologies represent tangible steps -
not dreams - toward the inclusivity we declared in our State of

the Province Address earlier this year.

We acknowledge the Ileadership of Deputy Minister
Nomalungelo Gina, who today formally launches this landmark
programme. Her career - from classroom teacher to Deputy
Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation - demonstrates
the same conviction that public service demands courage,

vision, and empathy.

As Premier MaQueen Letsoha-Mathae often affirms: there is no
public service without communities, and no transformation
without inclusion. Today’'s launch is not an end, but a

beginning - and a living embodiment of that principle.
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| also recognise the presence of Minister Prof. Blade
Nzimande IN ABSENTIA. His national leadership in innovation
is instrumental in scaling accessibility solutions to reach every

province - not only the Free State.

It is now my privilege to invite Deputy Minister Nomalungelo
Gina to formally inaugurate today’s programme. Her powerful
advocacy for youth, education, and assistive technology - guided
by the conviction that technology must serve the excluded - sets

the tone for this event. Thank you, Deputy Minister.
Re leboha.

Thank you
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